YOMING...A BLUE-GREEN GEM OF A WORLD WITH CONGRATULATIONS OW 

h] cIVIL STRIFE SO DEEP-SEATED THEY SOUGHT TO A FAT, HUMAN ALIEN ONCE KNOWN AS UNS. YOUR CORONATION, 
F| END IT BY INSTALLING AN ALIEN AS THETR KING. GENERAL LEVAUGHN MATSUI "HUGO" XINCHUB. ING KINGHU TL 
s B RETURNED PEACE AND 
PROSPERITY 


TO YOMING. 


‘OH, PUT YOUR FIST 
IN IT, APNON. THE 
REVOLUTION ISN'T 

‘OVER YET, 


WE HAVE OUR CAKE, BUT IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN 
WHETHER WE'LL SURVIVE LONG ENOUGH TO EAT IT. 


THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH- Wie ended the civil war you dumped 
AND-60, WHOSE CAPTAIN SOLD him in tha middle of. His coronation 
XINCHUB INTO SLAVERY. : was two hours aga. 


Now I need you 
to oxtract him saFoly 
before somebody hills him. 


UTNE AD) WHAT AJEAC TO. Captain, iF you had really 
HMRI OF ree P\uanlad Geral inch 
killed him instead of 

ceed 


MAT ARE You TALKING \ [Wau wanted To have your 
a 
WANTED HIM DEAD. BUT Tazo} cane and eat it, Foo, 
WANTED TO GET PAID. gat) 
J 


WELL, YEAH, BECAUSE: 
THAT'S WHAT CAKE 15 FOR. 


Hey, Elf. | need a new 


I didn’t break |? SO WHY DO YOU NEED 
my new one, /{ ANOTHER ONE? NOBODY 
And | cich’s 1S COMFORTABLE WITH 
break my of \\ YOU DUAL-WIELOING 
one. Kevyn cic, Jo THAT KIND OF HOT 


ICAN TELL 1 SHOULDN'T HAVE SAID 
SDUAL WIELONG. 

All| wanted was a 

spare, but now that 


you mention i. 


Ive got extra 
eyes, | can 
shook in two 
directions at 
once. 


SERGEANT, WHEN YOU FIRE YOUR 
PLASGUN IN ONE DIRECTION THE 
ONLY SAFE PLACE FOR FRIENDLIES 

1S BEHIND YOU, 


Ss? 


We AND THAT'S 
WING THE WORD 
“SAFE A'REAL WORKOMT, 


JE I GWE YOu TWO PLASGUNS, AND 
YOu Aine WE RULHBLE BIRECHONS. || promise not 
THE ONLY SAFE PLACE FOR THE to chew, 
REST OF WS WOULD BE 

INSIDE YOU. 


I'M STILL GONNA 
HAVE TO SAY NO. 


carry them both at the.)|(YOU WANT IT JUST LIKE | | JOB. WE HAVE TO GO RESCUE XINGHUB, || a ‘make ib look ike an 
YOuR NEW ONE? AND YES, TASKED, WERENOT || Sccidlent” button. TILL LOOK 


Fine. | don't have to NET WILL BE OKAY. |] WELL, PETEY TALKED TAGON INTO THE || Okay, wail... I'm imagining | [5 Po 
ALLOWED TO KILL HIM EVEN INTO THAT. 


same time. Bub I've 


gotta have a spare. ‘ALITTLE BIT. 


1. DON'T KNOW WHAT PETEY IS PLAYING AT, 
HAVING US RESCUE XINCHUB, THE GUY IS 
DANGEROUS AND EVIL, AND THE ONLY 
REASON HE HASN'T BEEN ASSASSINATED 
YET 1S BECAUSE THE VOLUNTEER 

QUEUE IS 50 LONG. 


Maybe Petey 
invented rehab 
For bbadl people, 
and wants to 
stress-test ib. 


IF THAT'S WHAT PETEY'S DOING, 
THEN SOMEDAY WE'D HAVE TO. 
FORGIVE XINCHUB FOR ALL THOSE 
TIMES HE TRIED TO KILL US. 


THANK YOU, SERGEANT, 
FOR DREAMING UP A 
BETTER WORST-CASE 
‘SCENARIO THAN I COULD. 


I DON'T LIKE XINCHUB ANY \] [DO YOU REMEMBER WHAT 
MORE THAN YOU 00, gut 1 }}] HAPPENED THE LAST TIME, 
THINK mayBE YOU SHOULD) || We DID THAT? 

JUST FOCUS ON THE 

PAYCHECK, NOT 


‘YEAH. PRONTO'S DEAD, 1 


GOT KILLED THREE TIMES, 


AND THE FAMILY JEWELS 
GOT PAWNED. 


THE DOCTOR GOT THOSE BACK 
OUT OF HOCK FOR YOU. 


AND NOW I OWN A CAT. 
EMASCULATION 1S FOREVER. 


QUIT WHINING ABOUT J{ LIGHTNING FOLLOWS THE SAME IONIZATION |/ You two argue lots || HOW CUTE. HE'S LIKE A PITH 
THAT LAST MISSION. PATH MULTIPLE TIMES PER SECOND, AND |{ etter these days. || CARD DIPPED 1 
LIGHTNING NEVER PROMINENT TARGETS ON THOUSANDS OF || ince you starbed 

STRIKES THe SAME WORLDS GET STRUCK EY LIGHTNING |\ Since Hou Started 

PLACE Twice HUNDREDS OF TIMES PER SEASON. ng ech 2 

| - 


MILORD, THE DEPUTY 
THE PRANDIAL PALACE, YOMING. lf ELEPHANT OF THE UNITED TUL TAKE TT IN 
NATIONS OF SOL WISHES HERE, APNON, 
‘TO EXTEND HIS CONGRATULATIONS LEAVE US. 
‘TO YOU ON YOUR CORONATION. 


EVEE, HAVE YOU MADE ANY PROGRESS Ik BUGS, THREE WITH FULL VISUAL... WAVE 
IN SECURING THIS ROOM? TO! THE CAMERAS, MY PUPPET KING. 


- aT 


GET US BOTH ASSASSINATED? 


TIF THEY ONLY 


NICE. ARE YOU TRYING TO (oF couRsE wor.) TO MUCH PREFER 
: KILLED YOU. 


Hevyn and EIF aren't Fictually, it makes Five. YEAH, WELL MY VOTE | | Uau're going to need a lot more 


too happy. about this Schiock and T aran’t || COUNTS FOR ATLEAST SIX |} than your six vates ta swing 
Xinchub mission. foo happy either. AND 1 SAY WERE OAS | | this, Captain, 


‘OOPS, 1 usr 
REMEMBERED THIS 
ISN'T A DEMOCRACY. 


Be Ree seanesting un vote, fred I SOE RAT Wrong context, sir. I'm THIS SOCIALISM OF YOURS SOUNDS 
ink you noo ize this ze talking about discussing 

nnission rather than blithely Hee Ans cowe | tha mission informally with 

ordering it into ‘From? | officers and troops, and 

effect. \ convincing them rather 


than ordering thom, 


Don't think oF it as ri 
domacracy, sir. Think of it 
as... recruiting tha enemy 
to Fight For your side. 


You would move through the ranks 
discussing the mission, resolving 
concems, and geting officers and 
troops behind it s0 that when you 
do issue orders they are obeyed. 


‘THAT SOUNDS LIKE 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
WARFARE TO ME, 


All conversation is psychological) | 
warberes NEVER AGAIN GONG TO 
ENJOY A QUIET EVENING 


WITH FRIENDS, AM I? 


ir, T thinks 
you'll enjoy 
it more. 


YOU DON'T LIKE THIS MISSION, }] | AND IF ALL CONVERSATIONS] WHAT'S YOUR ANGLE IN | T'm just trying to go the, 
BUT YOU'RE SUGGESTING THAT ]] | PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE, THEN THIS, ENNESBY2 ARE YOU, 


TSHOULD SOCIALIZE IT'TO. YOU'RE MAKING WAR WITH ME ‘iY ENEMY, OR MY icort Rowing to wali 
BUILD SUPPORT, RATHER THAN )|] RIGHT NOW. ADJUTANT? 
UST ORDERING THE TROOPS 


TAG, YOU'RE THE TACTICIAN ] J | CAN, SIR, YOU MIGHT 
HERE. CAN YOU HELP WITH { ( RECALL THAT I'VE BEEN 
Psyctiotocicat warrare? ) \"pRACTICING IT ON THE 
TROOPS SINCE My 

INCEPTION. 


‘OH, YEAH. THE 
‘SCARY VOICE., 


I THINK I NEED YOU TO DROP. 
THAT BIT FOR A WHILE. 


Age OU WORRIED THAT | 
MIGHT BE MANIPULATING 


ENNESBY SUGGESTED THAT I 
‘SOCIALIZE THIS UNPOPULAR 
MISSION PLAN BEFORE 
ORDERING IT INTO EFFECT. 
IF THIS IS PSYCHOLOGICAL 
WARFARE, WHAT ARE THE 
TACTICS? 


Your best hope For quick 
victory lies in quick action. 

The First exposure officers 

and troops have must be 

spun positively, or at 

loast neutral. 


Based on sampled —Y | OKAY, NEVER MIND. 
‘conversations ship-uwida,} | VL JUST Lie TO 
Uyau will necd to spoah 
‘at roughly 450 words 

por minute, and start 
talking to people two 
hours aga. 


You were going to 
need to do fhat} 
anyway. 


HELLO, HUGO. | [ TANTOR, IT'S SO GOOD TO HEAR RU NOT 50 LONG, HOWEVER, 
‘CONGRATULATIONS ON |] FROM YOU AGAIN! IT'S BEEN THAT YOU CAN HAVE 
THIS FASCINATING NEW |] QUITE A LONG TIME SINCE 


MB) rorsorien tat my 
‘JOB OF YOURS, |} LAST WE SPOKE. 


NAME IS TANTARA 


AH, 1 THOUGHT THERE MIGHT Ge 
‘ORE TO THIS CALL THAN POLITE 
POLITICAL EXPEDIENCY. 


SURELY YOU REALIZE, 
DEPUTY, THAT ONE NEED 

NOT BE AS AURALLY ENDOWED 

‘AS YOURSELF TO PARTICIPATE IN 
COMMUNIGUES ON THIS CHANNEL? 


"AND IF THERE ARE LISTENING EARS, 
HUGO, YOU LIKELY INSULT THEIR 
INTELLIGENCE BY TRYING TO 

CODE THAT LITTLE DATUM 

WITHIN AN INSULT TO ME, 


YORING MAY HAVE NO LAWS AGAINS 
EXPAT XENOS HOLDING OFFICE, BUT 
THE UNS. HAS VERY STRICT LAWS 
REGARDING OFFICERS DESERTING 
THEIR POSTS AND 

BECOMING KINGS. BT wat age You 


THE SAME GAME T'VE ALWAYS 
BEEN PLAYING AT, DEPUTY 
ELEPHANT TANTARA, THIS 

ROUND, HOWEVER, T'VE BEEN 

FORCED TO BET LARGE WITH 
‘A RATHER AWKWARD HAND. 


PLAYING AT HERE, 
KING XINCHUB? 


YOU'D BETTER HAVE AN ACE 
IN THE HOLE, THEN. 


YOU KNOW ME, TANTOR Th 
THE BIGGEST’ ACE-HOLE IN 
THE GAME, 


YOU'RE A GOOD-NATURED GUY. NO TRIAL, I WANNA RIP | OHHH-KAY THEN. I PROBABLY NEED 

“ABOARD THE MERCENARY HOW WOULD YOU FEEL IF 1 TOLD )] THAT FAT MONSTER INTO A | TO FIND A DIFFERENT LIE 

WARSHIP TOUCH AND 60 YOU WE'RE GOING TO EXTRACT DOZEN PIECES AN’ FEED 510 Tae, 
GENERAL XINCHUB SO THAT PETEY )] ‘EM TO SOMETHIN’ THAT SLAP TO HELP SR 

‘CORPORAL NICHOLSON, CAN PUT HIM ON TRIAL? CHEWS FOR A LONG TIME. 

HOW ARE YOU TODAY? 


HEY, LEGS. WHAT WOULD YOU SAYTO.A || HE'S TOO FAT FOR A BUT FIRST, WE SCOOP OUT THE BRAINS 
MISSION WHERE WE RECAPTURE XINCHUB | | CRYOKIT. T SAY WE RIP, te || ANO FILL HIS HEAD WITH 


AND FREEZE HIM FOR FLESH~SLAVERS? | | OFF HIS HEAD AND RHOMPA-DUNG. n 
FREEZE THAT. , i - THAT'S A LITTLE LESS WORKY. 
5p. “AND THEN FREEZE I 
THE HEAD ON A 
SHARP STICK, ~ 


WwW 


PETEY, I'VE CHANGED MY MIND. Lt WE'VE DONE ILLEGAL, IMMORAL, 
TM GOING TO HAVE TO TURN. UNCONSCIONABLE, AND EVEN 
THIS MISSION DOWN, UNPROFITABLE THINGS FOR 
MONEY, BUT THERE ARE 

‘SOME LINES I THINK 

WE JUST CAN'T 

CROSS, 


fire you holding out 
For more money? 


(QUIT PULLING THAT. 
STRING. YOU'RE GIVING, 
ME A MIGRAINE, 


Orr hard to gat. 


FOUND A NEW TACTI I TURNED PETEY DOWN, AND: He'll probably pay you | | HE OFFERED TWENTY. 
ENNESEY, DECIDED NOT TO TAKE HEEAIT) || ton. fhmes Hie original, |] STILL SAID NO, Ti cal the 
WHEN He OFFERED ME MORE nee tne onan actor. 


2 


ENNESBY TOLD | (DOCTOR, 1] SURE, 1 TURNED DOWN RICHES | DID YOU SAY "S | | ENNESBY, IT's WORSE) ( T'll call the 
Me You mignt | FEEL Five. | UNTOLD, BUT IT'S A MORAL ISSUE. | "MORAL ISSUE®” THAN I THOUGHT. Reverend. 
“THIS COMPANY HATES XINCHUS 

ENOUGH THAT I JUST CAN'T FEEL 


GOOD ABOUT HELPING HIM, NOT 


FOR ANY AMOUNT OF MONEY, 


CAPTAIN, THE DOCTOR TELLS \J | WELL... PETEY WANTED TO HIRE US SO... YOU'RE YEAH. THAT FALSE ALARM, EVERYBODY. 
ME YOU MAY HAVE COME DOWN )] | TO RESCUE XINCHUE. HE OFFERED MOTIVATED &Y SOUNDS: < 
WITH A CASE OF MORALITY. ME AN AWFUL LOT OF MONEY, BUT HATRED HERE. RIGHT. TF ANYONE NEEDS ME, PLL 
THIS IS GOOD NEWS, REALIZED WE'D ALL RATHER JUST BE PRAYING FOR OUR 
KILL THE FAT MAN, OR MAYBE IMMORTAL SOULS 


CCLONE HIM, AND KILL HIM TWICE, TN MY CABIN. 


CAN'T BELIEVE 1 
LET PETEY TALK ME INTO 
TT AT FIRST, I'LL SEE XINCHUS 
ROT ON A PIKE BEFORE I 
ACCEPT MONEY TO HELP HIM. 


BUSY? MEF T’M THE PRANDIAL RIGHT NOW TM TAKING TIME 
KING OF YOMING, DICTATOR Out 10 Use THIS TOILET. 
FOR LIFE. T CAN TAKE TIME 
(OUT WHENEVER I WANT TO. 


OF course you are, Thala why This room fa Far easier J] [Or rather, your OER 
Tim hore. For me to remataly 

secure than your 

throne room is. 


‘A PUN, HOW NICE. 


ROBOT I ONCE TRIED TO KILL, 


T WONDER SOMETIMES HOW Which reminds me... I was 
HE'S DOING. HIM AND THE going to employ Tagon and 
Gest OF THAT COMPANY OF company ta extract you, but 
ISESTS HE PRO'S’ EON they declined. Apparently 
thoy'd rather see you dead. 


Ennesby doesn't pilot 
anymore since losing ‘ You took 

Tagan’s ship in the Core Hike you're . 

War, but Tagan made him an thinking maybe the 

adjutant and sensibly plumbing in here noads 

to him From time to time. fo accommadate Flushed bricks. 


CAPTAIN, FEZ BEJO IS 
CALLING ABOUT MONE HE'S CALLING 
FOR SERGEANT 
SCHLOCK, SIR 


SCHLOCK, FEZ EIQ ‘STROHL MUNITIONS LOVED THE 
HERE! HOW'S IT GOING? PRODUCT PLACEMENT FIRST 
Van SEASON, AND MADE 


“GREAT, GREAT. LEMME 
CUT TO THE DEAL, 


‘A REGUEST, 


THERE HAVE BEEN SOME 
CONCERNS ABOUT THEIR 
PRODUCT BEING USED IN 
A SHOW TARGETING 
‘CHILDREN. 


fm nob usinc 
I — 


the plasma 
farget children. 
6000, 6000. Now 
[| iene tHe runny TO 
‘OUR WRITERS, SPORT, 


SEE, IT'S LIKE THIS... THEY | | BUT THEY ALSO KNOW THAT THEY WANT TO USE YOUR LIKENESS IN 
DON'T WANT TO GE SEEN || THE CHILOREN OF TODAY ARE A PUBLIC-SERVICE STYLE “PLASHA 
MAKING PLASIA CANNONS || THE DISCERNING CONSUMERS CANNON SAFETY" COLORING BOOK. 
LOOK LiKE TOYS. OF MILITARY-GRADE WEAPONS, : — 

TECHNOLOGY OF TOMORROW.| 


BETCHA, 
SPORT. 


e& 


a 
& 
tae 


SEE, THE TEXT OF THE 

BOOK SAYS “THESE THINGS 

ARE TOO DANGEROUS FOR 
KIDS, SO CON'T PLAY WITH ‘EM? 


‘BUT THE CONTEXT AND 
SUBTEXT WILL SAY *KID, AS 
SOON AS YOU HAVE THE 
MONEY, YOU NEED TO 
BUY ONE OF THESE 

FOR YOURSELF.” 


SORT OF. IT LOOKS | Like collateral J NICE MILITARY 
LIKE iT DOESN'T | damage? LINGO! Lemme 
BUT THE KIO RUN THAT ONE 

GET TARGETED PAST THE 
‘ANYWAY. WRITING 

TEAM, 


So... the 
coloring book 
rat targets oe 

at targets 
kicis? 


‘So... what do | get out 
OF ‘all this? 
L WELL YOU 


(GET YOUR PICTURE 
IN A COLORING 
'BOOK. HOW'S THAT 
GRAB YOU? 


| like what color | 


HEXOLA 
CAN 00 US A 
999966 CRAYON, 
NO PROBLEM. 


Well... | don’t know. 1 
kind! oF ‘ie children, 
From a distance, 
anyway, 


‘STROHL IS WILLING TO OFFER YOU 
SOME FREE MERCHANDISE, 


THANKS FOR AGREEING TO 
THIS, SERGEANT. TILL GET THE 
ART TEAM STARTED ON THE 
BOOK, AND WE'LL SEND YOu 
‘A COPY AS SOON AS IT'S 
DONE. 


MY ILLUSTRATORS TELL ME THAT 
YOU'RE PRETTY EASY TO DRAW. 


raathoe 


or) 


TT'S A NEW SHOWERHEAD, AND IT IS REMEMBER BACK IN OUR 
VERY SOOTHING. SO SOOTHING, IN CELLS, WHEN T SAID "NOT IF 
FACT, THAT I THINK YOU AND 1 YOU WERE THE ONLY HUMAN 
SHOULD TRY iT OUT TOGETHER. BEING ON THE PLANET?" 


TH NOT SUGGESTING CONGRESS. I | [AND I'M SUGGESTING THAT 
SUGGESTING AN ALTERNATE FORM EVEN THOUGH YOU ARE 
OF INTERCOURSE, THE ONLY HUMAN BEING 

ON THE PLANET, I AM NOT 


WHAT'S THE MATTER? ARE 
YOU SURPRISED THAT 1 
‘Ait BOOSTED PAST YOuR 


‘OR ARE YOU UNDER THE GROSS] YOU LOATHSOME, REPULSIVE, [T DARE BECADSE THE NEW SHOWERHEAD. 
SELF=DELUSION THAT 1 FIND. FAT MONSTER. HOW DARE | ENSURES THAT NOBODY CAN HEAR US 
YOUR UNNATURAL BLUENESS SOW “YOU TREAT ME THIS WAY! | CURING CONVERSATIONAL 
IRRESISTIBLE THAT I WOULD TRY INTERCOURSE HERE IN 

19 FORE mvseLe THE BATHROOM, 


SPEAK FREELY. 


Key Ace TOU ped capri Meee au 1AM NOT 

ING ORAY, ib warked bo... 

TaGON Baie | ‘ ANGRY! 
2 


HOLD STILL. I'M TRYING TO 
WRITE MY NAME. 


ies an ri 


‘CAPTAIN, THE 
‘SERGEANT SAID 
TT WAS VERY 
THERAPEUTIC, 


ay 


YOU WERE 
SHOOTING 
ATHIM? 


FOR YOU, PERHAPS. SCHLOCK 
WAS ALITTLE TRAUMATIZED. 
IT MIGHT SE BETTER IF YOU 
GOT YOUR THERAPY FROM 
SOMETHING SAFER, LIKE 

THIS COLORING BOOK 

HE SHOWED ME. 


‘SEE® HERE ON THIS 

PAGE THERE'S A 

NIGE “CONNECT 

THE DOTS" yf’ THank you, 

PUZZLE. ‘THAT WILL BE 
PERFECT. 


FEELING BETTER, 
TAGONT 


1 JUST PUSHED 200 ROUNDS 
DOWN RANGE INTO A 
COLORING BOOK, 


I'M NOT SURE YOU 
COMPLETED THIS. 
“CONNECT THE DOTS" 
PROPERLY. 


THIS IS SUPPOSED TOBE ,{ 1 THINK IT LOOKS BETTER AS 


A PICTURE OF A STROHL "THE SEVERED HEAD OF 
MUNITIONS PLASMA ‘GENERAL KINCHUS. 
CANNON, 


THERE'D 8E 
MORE, BUT 1 WAS. 


‘OUT OF AMMO. 


DON'T GET IT.IT FEELS | IT'S LIKE THE TIME THE | 1 DON'T KNOW WHY PETEY || I'VE DONE THAT BEFORE. IT YOU'RE NOT 
LIKE I SOLD XINCHUB INTO | UN.S.WAS ALLSET TO | | THINKS THE MAN NEEDS || HURTS, BUT IT'S ACTUALLY HOT. HELPING. 
SLAVERY JUST JESTERDAY, | CRUCIFYHIM, AND HE | RESCUING. HE COULD TURN | } THAT DIFFICULT, 

AND TODAY HE'S KING OF A | TURNED THINGS SO | HIS OWN DEATH INTO A 

WHOLE PLANET. THAT THEY GIVE TACTICAL ADVANTAGE. 


AND CEETA... | ALMOST FORGOT 
‘ABOUT HER. SHE USED US, AND 
SOLD US OUT, AND SMILED AS 
‘OUR DEATH SENTENCE WAS 


YOU'RE FOCUSING ON THE } YOU MEAN WHEN SHE KISSED 
NEGATIVE CAPTAIN. TRY (ME, AND THEN 1 KNOCKED HER 
TO THINK ABOUT THE 4X ‘ACROSS THE ROOM, 
GOOD TIMES. ‘AND BROKE 

HER JAW? 


‘AND THEN I SOLD HER INTO SLAVERY WITH 
XINCHUB, AND THEN HE BECAME KING AND 
‘MADE HER A PRINCESS? 


RECURSIVE. 


IS THAT CURSING OVER AND 
‘OVER? BECAUSE YEAH, 1 AM. 


TF YOUVE COME TO KILL ME 
IN MY SLEEP, YOU'VE FAILED, 
Tm ALREADY AWAKE, 


WHAT'S YOUR 
PREFERENCE, 


TAGONE 


POSTED THE OPENING FOR 
DEMOLITIONS TRAINING, AND 
PROMISED A PAY RAISE TO. 
WHOEVER QUALIFIES AND. 
GETS THE POSITION, 


WE'VE ALREADY HAD FIFTY-NINE 
DIFFERENT APPLICATIONS POSTED, 
[AND EVERY ONE OF THE APPLICANTS 
APPEARS TO BE HUGELY 
‘OVEROUALIFIED THANKS TO 
FICTIONAL EXPLOITS, 


ATLEAST YOU GOT LOTS OF 
‘TROOPS INTERESTED IN 
LEARNING TO GLOW 
“THINGS UP. 


WELL... FIFTY-EIGHT OF THOSE 
APPLICATIONS WERE FROM CORPORAL 
PIBALD. THE OTHER ONE WAS FROM 
"GOD EMPEROR PI 

‘THE FIRST.” 


‘ARAND IT'S TIME TO ADJUST 
HIS MEDICATION AGAIN, I SEE. 


getting around that you 
are looking For a now 
damolitions chief, 


There is also a rumor going 
around that the position is 
cursed. Hob blew himself up, 
and Pronto diad naked. 


Right now the only 
person crazy enough 
to take tho job is 
probably toa crazy to 
be trusted with it 


YOU'VE GOTTEN PRETTY GOOD 
AT THE EAVESDROPPING THING. 


7 yay know what to 
jack into, those walls 
i really do have oars, 


CORPORAL SHORE THANK YOU || SIR, THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS 
PIBALD, REPORTING } { CORPORAL. |] EASE, SIR. THERE IS ONLY TERROR 
‘AS ORDERED, SIRI ATEASE || ANO “OlERCONFIDENCE, 


SIR. IT TERRIFIES ME: 


‘CORPORAL, IF YOU DON'T MIND ME | | I'M NOT TALKING ASOUT THE "GOOD" T DON'T FUNCTION IN SOCIETY, ‘OF COURSE 
‘SAYING SO, YOU SOUND LIKE | | KIND OF CRAZY. 1'M TALKING ABOUT SIR 1'h A MERCENARY. I GLOW YOU DO. HOW 


‘A CRAZY PERSON. | | THE "LOck YOU UP FOR YOUR OWN SOCIETY UP. ‘SILLY OF ME. 


GOOD" KIND OF CRAZY. 


YOU SUBMITTED. 

FIFTY-NINE DISTURSING JOS 
‘APPLICATIONS, YOU TALK LIKE A 
PARANOID SCHIZOPHRENIC, AND 1 
CAN'T HELP BUT WONDER WHETHER 
‘YOU'RE ABLE TO FUNCTION IN SOCIETY. 


‘CAPTAIN, I INTERVIEWED 
‘CORPORAL PIBALD, AND HE 
'SCARES ME TO DEATH, 


HE'S LITERATE, ARTICULATE, AND] 
INTELLIGENT, YET PUSHING THE 
ENVELOPE OW “FUNCTIONAL.” I 
‘CAN'T TELL WHETHER HE 1S 
[BRAIN-DAMAGED, OR JUST 

AN EXCELLENT ACTOR. 


SHODAN PRAISES PI's 
COMBAT PROWESS, HIS 
‘COURAGE, AND EVEN HIS 
LEADERSHIP BUT I'LL BE A 
MONKEY'S UNCLE BEFORE 
TLL TRUST HIM WITHA 
‘RICK OF BOMEX. 


YOUR SISTER HAS A NUMBER OF 
GORILLAS ON HER STAFF. THERE: 

ALWAYS THE POSSIBILITY./7ya any LEGITIMATE 

NEPHEWS WOULD STILL BE 

‘APES, NOT MONKEYS. 


Good morning, sir. No sir, I’m not. I'm just IS THAT HOW YOUR JOB GOES? I'VE NEVER 
ABOARD THE MERCENARY sa eee T Auat, || kez cles on wiat aoaut: Menus, SO 
poe coe pratancing Yo ba. T mow |] ESN SEO MA AD ea 
omy annoys life-forms that 
ee 


ancient Earth languages. 
“Ad” means “towards” and 
“jul” moans “stick out.” 


Talanalicay, H rons tet Saladin revert, th Hohlmar's WHAT ABOUT YOMING? ANHUE, 
your adjutant is the pirate ring was broken up by i 
person who sticks it ‘special Forces From House MGR: WHATS HEUE:TO. 


fo you. Esr', Nobady montioned us. J [OPA Uou're obsessing 


> ‘ver him, sir. 
a 


ne ‘M NOT OBSESSING. HE'S THE 


ENEMY, AND | WANT TO KNOW 
WHAT HE'S DOING, 


UNS mid-term 
electiongering is Uou'ra obsossing, 
in Full mud-sling, and it’s not healthy. 


7 Two sex scandals, Four 
‘RIGHT. STICK ME WITH gorrymanders, and mora 

‘THE NEWS EXTRACTS I pork than you can eat in 

‘ASKED FOR LAST NIGHT. a hundred human lifatimes. 


SOsT Te ME WHATS || Fine. Gallladia reports that |[T fold you, this 
HARPENING ON JOMING, |] Xinchub was assassinated || isn’t hoalthy. 
MeGo Reo THE NEWs || in his chambers late last 

FOR MYSELF. night. UBS confirms, but 


HEY, ELF. ERR. || RELAX. WE GO ) ( YEAH. I KNEW YOU || THAT WAS LESS THAN TWELVE ) ( KIDS GROW UP SO FAST 
COMMANDER. || TOO FAR BACK WHEN YOU WERE |] MONTHS AGO. THESE DAYS, WITH ALL 
FOR THAT, ONLY THIS BI6. THAT SURGERY AND 


) 
Vy 


WICK... HOW COME 
YOU DIDN'T APPLY 
10 BE THE NEW 
DEMO CHIEF? 


‘ALL I KNOW HOW 
TO 00.18 stick 
DETONATORS IN 

LITTLE BRICKS OF 

BOOMEX, 


ARE YOU KIODING 
ME? PI'S BEEN 
‘MAKING BOOMEX 
IN THE QUARTERS 
FOR MONTHS 


THAT'S MORE THAN PI 
KNOWS HOW TO DO. 


HE CAN'T BE. IT’S MOTILE. 
WOULD HAVE TO HAVE 
NANOASSEMBLERS 

IN HIS CABIN. 


LOOK AT HIS 
“ANT FARI 
SOMETIME, 


KEWN, T 
BROUGHT 
US SOME 
NEw PETS, 


WHY? NORWEST 
WILL JUST KILL 
AND EAT THEM, 


NOT THESE. CORPORAL TOWWICK 
Swen ne Cowsoea. brs 
Eee aIS Ree en S| 


ANTS# 1 DON'T WANT 
ANTS IN OUR CABIN 


THEY'RE NOT ANTS, 
IF YOU LOOK 
CLOSELY YOU'LL SEE 
THAT THESE ARE 
HOME-GROWN 
MACRO, MICRO, AND 
NANOASSEMBLERS, 


‘AND I DEFINITELY 
DON'T WANT HOMEMADE 
NANOTECH RUNNING 
LOOSE IN MY CABIN 


AND THAT'S NOT 
SAND. ITS 
‘BOOIEX. 


FAB SOME CAKE AND CHAMPAGNE! IS IT A NICE PARTY? NICE? IT'S THE BEST } | 1T'S A FUNERAL! EMPHASIS ON THE 
WERE GOING TO A PART? YOU'RE WAY TOO HAPPY, KINDOF PART! | WOO HOO! "FUN," I SEE. 


Ma 


CAPTAIN, T DON'T CARE 
HOW MUCH YOU HATE 
SOMEBODY... IT'S JUST 
WRONG 10 BRING CAKE 
AND CHAMPAGNE TO 
THEIR FUNERAL, 


‘SOMEBODY ASSASSINATED KING 
KINCHUB LAST NIGHT. 


TILL FAB SOME PARTY HATS, AND: 


MAYBE SOME OF THOSE 
NOISEMAKER THINGIES, 


’AND ICE CREAM 
70.60 WITH THE 
CAKE, 


WAIT... IF XINCHUB'S {7 1 DON'T KNOW. THE NEWS SAID SHE] HIDING WHERE? SHE'S "BLACKIE" SAID YOU 
DEID, WaaT’s Gomis ) (WASN'T AVALABE FOR COMMENT Se | HLIKAN: MOSES ANIA 
Sree Se peu | HN, Ae 
10s OU? Or en 
‘HEADS, 


COULD HOOK me UP 
WITH A PROSTHETIC? 


20, = 11'S PARTY Time! 
Rae NINCHUB IS DEAD! 


~. ASSASSINATED 
‘SN YOMING.. 
3) 


USI AROUND 
HERE SOMEWHERE 


HEY, EVERYBODY! T WHIPPED ) | wa | 1T COULD HAVE BEEN WORSE. 1) (1 THINK T HAVE 
‘A SPONTANEOUS CELEBRATION IS REALLY ONLY ‘UP SOME PARTY FOOD! COULD HAVE CHOSEN THAT PIE CRUST IN 
ONE SHORT HOP AWAY FROM BEING 4 RIOT. COME GET PIE! MOMENT TO ISSUE HEW MY SPLEEN. 


DID YOU SEE THAT? THE DOC] [AN' SHE KEPT DANCING. TAPPRECIATE YOUR SHE KEPT MOVING UNDER HEAVY 
WAS JUST COVERED WITH FLINGIN' BITS O' CREAM on) | ENTHUSIASM FOR MY FIRE, REVEREND. WE HAVE NOTHING 


CREAM PIE, i HIPS, AN EG eg FIANCEE'S PERFORMANCE, | BUT RESPECT FOR A SOLDI 
AHEM, But sHeIs MY FIANCEE” || OF HER CALIBER rr Heaw calleer 
816 GUNS. 


T THINK YOUR CREAM-PIE DANCE LEFT A 

LASTING IMPRESSION WITH SOME OF. 7-5 

Se TRNOW IT LEFT 
‘ONE WITH ME 


Co, Honey, rm 

CP sonny, so maine tt 
(7 cirricutt ror You To 
KEEP THAT CHASTITY VOW? 


WHAT? ERR... 


NO, NOT AT 


ALL, TM FINE, 


UMM LMEAN, JES, OU 
MADE IT VERY HARD. 

NO. WAIT 15 THERE A 

"TO THIS ONE? 


‘OFFER TO PROVIDE CREAM 
PIE FOR THE WEDDING NIGHT 
‘AND WE'LL CALL IT GOOD. 


REVEREND, 
[HAVE A 
DELICATE 
QUESTION. 


‘THOSE ARE MY 
FAVORITES, 


WHY DID WE HMMM... YOU | VANQ@UISHING EVIL Is CAUSE | WHOA. THAT WAS DEEP. I NEED TO 
CELEBRATE THE }( kNow, You'Re | FOR CELEBRATION, guT_ | WRITE THAT DOWN, “WHEN You 
ATH OI 


TIGHT. | TAKING PLEASURE It THE 
GENERAL aS OeATH Or AN NIGUTTOUS AL Fnsit WRITING 
sanctus? AND UNREPENTANT SOUL MAY alee Tee ie 
Give ise 10 A creaTeR EVIL Tie GueSTIONS 
hy THAN THs WHICH HAS BEEN : 


(> VANQUISHED. 


WAIT... MAYBE 1 
MISUNDERSTOOD. 1 
THOUGHT YOU WERE 
CHASTISING US FOR 
CELEBRATING 
DEATH. 


WASN'T CHASTISING 
YOU, AM TRYING TO 
UNDERSTAND YOUR 
PERSPECTIVE. HUMAN 
LIVES ARE SO 
INCREDIBLY SHORT. 


V 


WHEN XINCHUB WAS. 
BORN, YouR 
PARENTS WERE 
BOTH IN GRADE- 
SCHOOL. 


BUT WHEN / WAS) (IN FAIRNESS, MOST OF 
BORN, YOUR US NEVER OUTGREW 
ANCESTORS: THE POO- THROWING 
WERE STILL. THING. 
LIVING IN TREES 

AND THROWING. 

POO AT EACH 

OTHER, 


TKNEW YOU WERE OLD... 
FORGOTTEN EXACTLY HOW. 
‘OLD, THOUGH, 


TWELVE 
MILLION OF 
YOUR YEARS, 
GIVE OR TAKE A 
UITTLE BIT. 


TM GOOD AT 
NATH. 


CONVERSION BETWEEN MY 
TIME SCALE AND YOuR 
OWN STANDARD EARTH 
YEARS ISN'T HARD, BUT 
THERE ARE A LOT OF 
ZEROES, ROUNDING MAY 
INTRODUCE AS MUCH AS A 
‘ONE PERCENT MARGIN 
‘OF ERROR. 


THE MARGIN OF ERROR IN YOUR GUESS AT 

YOUR OWN AGE IS BIGGER THAN THE AGE 

OFMY WHOLE SPECIES. “ive 1 sap 
‘AM HAVING TROUBLE 


‘UNDERSTANDING YOUR 
PERSPECTIVE. 


THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-6O HAS 
TERAPORTED INTO YOMING-CONTROLLED SPACE. 


Pee «| Pee 
Fleetmind, rotirod Admiral 


Broya’Findrayasn 


THINK OF IT AS "COMMUTING HOME FROM THE 
AIRPORT,“ ONLY WITH MUCH FASTER AIRPLANES. 


DID MY SISTER TELL 
YOU TO USE HER FULL, 
FORMAL TITLE, OR ARE 
YOU JUST PUTTING ON 
AIRS FOR HER SAKE? 


Panacea | [RASS | ee fain 
ia oF course. | Tosa Teenie asewiese ov Tie sar_\/- Ca 


littia expasitian. 


‘wonder if you 
= accept a now 
paceniect From ma, 


UM NERVOUS. LONG| 
‘STORY SHORT, THERE'S, Sy we'ke on our way 
PLOTTING AND SCHEMING | TO KING XINCHUS'S 
GOING ON IN THE UNS., ‘STATE FUNERAL. CAN IT 
AND I NEED TO HIRE YOU WAIT A COUPLE OF DAYS? 


No, but thal’s because Bie Ea 
T want you to steal 

: Teoors 
fis body after the ( gewnip Har 
unaral f3Bver ID THAT 


[/His DEATH MADE THEM 
SO HAPPY... [SET THEYLL 
JUMP AT THE CHANCE TO 

ROB HIS GRAVE. 


Great. The details are 
hore. I'l be in touch. 


KEW, THIS JUST TURNED, 
INTOA WORKING 
VACATION, 1 GOT A 
CONTRACT! 


REALLY? | DID TOO. 
BUT TLL BET YOU 
THAT MINE IS. 


(OKAY, MY SISTER WANTS | WHAT COULD POSSIBLYBE 
‘TO WIRE US TO STEAL BETTER THAN GETTING 
XINCHUB'S BODY, AND [~ (‘PAID TO DESECRATE THE 
KEEP IT OUT OF THE FAT MAN'S GRAVES 
HANDS OF THE UNS, 


MILITARY, i> 
ei 


‘GETTING PAID TWICE TO DESECRATE 
‘THE FAT MAN'S GRAVE. 


WAIT... ARE YOU SURE} / WE STEAL THE CORPSE, LET \| EEEW. WORD CHOICE? WORD CHOICE. 


CHECK THE TERMS, YOUR SISTER WANTS 
[ACCESS 10 THE BODY. PETEY IS PAYING US 
‘TO STEAL IT AND TURN IT OVER TO HIM. 


‘THAT WAY. 


WHAT IF THEY COMPARE NOTES, AND ] (IT'S OKAY. THEY EXPECT | py | YOU WERE RIGHT, T told you, if Tagan thinks: 
FIGURE OUT THAT THEYRE BOTH TO BE OvERCHARGED. | [ll | PETEY. THEY TOOK . he can get paid twice he'll 
WE'RE PREDICTABLE | |] EOTH CONTRACTS. up at the jab. He's 

predictable that way. 


PAYING FOR THE SAME WORK? 


Y 


I'M TRYING TO SWING AN 
INVITATION TO THE 
FUNERAL. 
WOULD MAKE IT 
EASIER TO STEAL 
‘THE CORPSE, YES. 


WH. T THING. 
HE'S PICKING UP. 


PRELATE APNON SOUF? I'M 
CAPTAIN KAFE TAGON, M 


Bi INVITED? MY GOOD CAPTAIN, 
TJEVER MIND THAT VOU ] WE WANT TO HIRE YOU AS 


TAGON! YOU'RE THE ‘NEUTRAL OUTSIDERS | FUNERAL SECURITY. 
‘one Ho so |__| witt ge PeRFect 
XINCHUB TO THE [So WER 
LOYALISTS LAST | INviTED 10 


a 
ee 


R. | THE FUNERAL? 


HE TOLD US HOW TOGETHER || IS THAT MORE COFFEE ) (? KEVIN, DOT 


WHAT'S THAT ALL | [IL AH, YOUR OFFICERS. KING 
OVER YOUR SCREEN, Se=e-—=— XINCHUB TOLD US HOW THAT) || YOU DRAFTED THE PLAN TO || ON YOUR SCREEN? NEED TO GET 
GRAIN-TRUST OF YOURS OVERTHROW THE LOYALISTS THE DOCTOR 
TN HERE? 


CAPTAIN? - 
T-THINK 11'S COFFEE | | WORKED WITH HIM, FROM WITHIN, WHILE AT THE 
BELONGING TO ONE SAME TIME TAKING THEIR 
(OF MY OFFICERS. UMM, RE DID? MONEY... IT WAS BOLD AND. 


Sirens | na 
yes ieee 
ib wok \ 
Poseree 

ad 


ELF, YOU'RE NOT GOING TO 
BELIEVE THIS. TAGON JUST 
GOT US A JO® WORKING. 
‘SECURITY FOR THE FUNERAL, 


HAH! THAT 
SHOULO maKE IT 
EASIER TO STEAL 


WANT... IT OEPENOS ON 

WHAT WERE SECURING, 

TE WE'RE STUCK DOING 

CROWD CONTROL, WE 

MIGHT NEVER GET NEAR 
THE COFFIN, 


ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT? 
BECAUSE YOU KNOW... HE'S 
ALREADY DEAD. 


NO, IT'S NOT THAT. WE NEED 
YOU TO MAKE SURE NOSODY 
TRIES TO STEAL HIS BODY. 


over this 
room2 


TIS AN INVOLUNTARY JJ” IN THIS CASE ELF AND 1 


REFLEX. SOMETIMES. 
WHEN HUMANS ARE 
SURPRISED, O WHEN 
WE'RE LAUGHING, WE 
SPIT OUT WHATEVER 
WE HAVE IN OUR 
MOUTHS, 


LEARNED THAT WE HAVE 
‘BEEN HIRED TO GUARD THE 
'VERY THING WE HAVE ALSO. 

BEEN HIRED TO STEAL, 


TLIKE IT, ELF, BUT YOUR 
LIGHTNING STRIKE 
'SMASH“AND-GRAB FAILS 
‘ON OBJECTIVE FOUR, 


AND I'M ARGUING THAT 
OBJECTIVE FOUR IS 

B STUPID. WE HAVE TO 
TAKE THE LONG VIEW, 


THERE IS A STRATEGY MEETING IN 
| Prosness aBoano THE MERCENARY 
|] Warsi roucH-AND-60. 


ELF, DID YOU 
JUST CALL YOUR 
‘COMMANDING 


‘ONLY IF HE CAN'T WRAP 
HIS HEAD AROUND THE 
POINT OF DIMINISHING 

RETURNS IN THE RiSk= 
REWARD ANALYSIS. 


OFFICER 
STUPID? 


TRNOW WHAT ALL COOL! THAT | Captain, as your adjutant I believe that a 
THOSE WORDS MEAN, “S/ BUSINESS COURSE | moasura of responsibility For Facilitating f( IT MEANS He's 


GUT IN ALINE THEY JUST} OT ceammen aus Ns HES 
MAKE ME ANGRY AGAUHES | Eammuricaton nora ahold Fl to ne. | OFFEgNe to 


Roviewing our objectives: 
Ohe, we steal the body 
and survive, Tuo, we 
doliver it ta Bray and 
paid. Three, we deliver 
ta Botey and gat paid. 
Four, we got paid For 
securing the body we 
actually stole, 


GIF is trying fo say that no matter 
how we succeed in accomplishing 


unlikely to pay us 
For security. 


‘smash-and-grab 

arly in the game 

offers tess risk For 

the probable roward than 
any oF tha prolonged 
campaigns of subterfuge. 


T 


BUT... TWANT TO 
GET PAID 

THREE 

TIMES. 


= 
eS 


HAVE YOU HEARD[I HATE THAT 
THE ONE ABOUT 

THE 006 AND 

HIS REFLECTED 

BONE IN THE 


THE EASIEST WAY TO GET AWAY 
WITH STEALING SOMETHING IS 
TO MAKE THE OWNER THINK 
‘THEY STILL HAVE IT. 


1.CAN MAKE THE COPY 
IF YOU GUYS CAN PUT 
TTIN PLACE, 


AND WE'RE STEALING A 
‘CORPSE, RIGHT? 


‘SO WAIT... IF WE REPLACE THE BODY | IS THIS THE PART WHERE 
WITH A COPY, AND MAKE OFF WITH THE J WE ALL GET TO SEE YOU 
ORIGINAL CORPSE... TECRTSTIT | DO YOUR HAPPY DANCE? 
GET PAID THREE 
TIMES, YES. 


NOW, IF YOU'LL EXCUSE ME, 1 THINK T 
NEED TO CONFESS MY ENTHUSIASM 
TO YOUR FIAN 


MY FIANCEE OFFERED TO HELP YOU ] || THAT ABOUT SUMS } | ARE YOU SEEKING MY FORGIVENESS, OR ARE 
LET ME SEE IF 1 | | DEFRAUD ONE OF OUR CLIENTS BY IT UB, YES, YOU TRYING TO COME TO GRIPS WITH YOUR 
UNDERSTAND | | DESECRATING, COPYING, AND THEN DEEPER FAULTS? 
SUBSTITUTING A CORPSE, 
WELL, THERE 
WASN'T ANY 
‘TONGUE, 


IW A MOMENT OF GREED-FUELED 
EKUBERANCE YOU GRABBED HER AND 
KISSED HER FULL ON THE MOUTH, 


HEY, TAGON. I'VE FIGURED. YEAH, THE DOCTOR MY PLAN HAS MORE 
‘OUT HOW WE CAN COLLECT ALREADY FIGURED IT OUT, FIDDLY BITS IN IT. 
(ON THAT THIRD PAYCHECK. ‘WE CLONE THE CORPSE. 


WAIT... DID BUNNI EXPLAIN }( MAYBE. I WAS BUSY APOLOGIZING TO BECAUSE 1 KNOW HOW INEED TO GET OUT OF 
HOW WE'RE SUPPOSED TO. HER FIANCE FOR KISSING HER. | _TO.. HANG ON, YOU WHAT? | THE LAB MORE OFTEN. 
MAKE THE SWITCH? 


ll 


and then Tagan 
ot carried away, 
and kissed hor right 
on the mouth, 


GOSSIPING ABOUT ME IS 
NOT YOUR JOS. 


‘Sorry, sir. Word gat 
‘out. The crew will have 
questions. I was just 
frying to sot the story 
straight. 


‘AND THAT'S NOT YOUR 
‘JOB. YOU'VE GOT OTHER 
STUFF TO DO. 


THE MERCENARY WARSHIP TOUCH-AND- 
60 ARRIVES IN ORBIT AROUND YOMING. 


Captain, do you remember 
the’ last time we wore 
here, and thoy'd 

boon ‘using high- 

energy orbital 

weapons on 

metropolitan 

targats? 


‘OF COURSE I REMEMBER. 
THAT. IT'S ONE REASON I 
DECIDED NOT TO TAKE 
ANY JOBS HERE. 


"THE OTHER REASON WAS, 

THAT THEY VAPORIZED 
‘OUR EMPLOYER, AND WE 
STILL HAD HIS DEPOSIT. 


THAT WAS 
THE EASIEST WE'VE 
EVER MADE PAYROLL. 


Because I don't think the orbital 
defenses are going fo be much of a 


threat this time around, 


RRM... MORE OF & 
IAVIGATIONAL HAZARD. 


‘THE MILITARY STATION, THE 


SKYSIDE SPACEPORT IT'S 
PLEASE, CALL ME APNONW| ALL WRECKED OR Colle 
RIGHT, APNON. WHAT SS) rat was wncrue's 


HAPPENED HERE? WORK. HIS CONVERSION 
TO PRANDIALISH WAS. 
5 Sa COSTLY FOR THE 


LOYALISTS 


COSTLY FOR EVERYBODY! 
VE GOT HALF A KILOMETER| 
‘OF WARSHIP UP HERE AND 
NO PLACE TO PARK. 


WHY DON'T YOU JUST LANO? THE 
PALACE LAWN IS VERY LARGE AND. 
GUITE ERP. 


HAVE YOU CLEARED. 
‘THIS WITH YOUR GARDENER? 
‘THE LAST TIME THIS SHIP 
LANDED IT, UM... LEFT A MARK, 


WE ARE NOT LANDING THIS SHIP 
(ON THE GROUND. THE BLADE IS A 
‘STRUCTURAL MESS FROM 
SHUFGAR'S MISSILE, AND LANDING 
WILL ONLY MAKE IT WORSE. 


‘OKAY. WE WON'T LAND, 
ON THE GROUND. 


THINK OF IT AS A VERY LOW, VERY 
EXPENSIVE GEOSYNCHRONOUS 
ORBIT. 


The palace gardener ({ I'VE GOT SEVERAL BANKS OF ENERGY 
called. He saus you're WEAPONS THAT WILL SOLVE HIS 


shading the blog-lilies. 


LITTLE “SHADE” PROBLEM, 


CAPTAIN TAGON, THIS 15 OUR | | ASSASSIN... HESSSSSSSS | THAT'S AN OH, IT'S NOT 
HONORIFIC. T 


PRELATE SOUF, WELCOME: 
INTERESTING 


ABOARD THE TOUCH-AND-GO. ) (DEFENSE CHAIR, ASSASSIN. MARTRE WARTRE FLAMB, 
LAMB, HE WILL HELP YOU ‘ar YOUR segce, | | HONORIFIC. EARNED 7, 

INTEGRATE WITH OUR OWN 

SECURITY DETAILS. 


‘SO... WHAT EXACTLY KING XINCHUB WAS CUT IN || I'VE HAD MEN SURVIVE A | AFTER BISECTING THE | Coup des 
HAPPENED TO HALF BY A SUBORNED |] LOT WORSE THAN THAT. | KING, THE ROBOT 


GENERAL KINGHUB? )/ DEFENSE ‘BOT. IT ATTACKED || DIDN'T GEN...ERR...KING | SPENT ABOUT THREE 
HIM IN THE MIDDLE OF THE|| XINCHUE GET GGOD | MINUTES CAREFULLY 
NIGHT, XINCHUB WAS KING || MEDICALATTENTION? | "VAPORIZING THE 
FOR LESS THAN A DAY. ROYAL HEAD. 


TF THAT'S A PUN. 
(ON THE WORD *VAPORIZE,” 
YOU'RE GETTING A PAY RAISE. 


YOU SEEM... PLEASED. 
THAT OUR KING IS DEAD. 


XINCHUB TRIED TO KILL ME AND MY |] WHY, THEN, WOULD YOU 
CREW ATLEAST TWICE THATI || CHOOSE TO PROVIDE 
KNOW OF, SO, YEAH, 'M HAPPY SECURITY FOR HIS 
‘THAT HE'S DEAD. || FUNERAL? WHY SHOULD 
WE TRUST YOU WITH THIS? 


‘ASIDE FROM THE PAY? WELL... WHEN I 
DANCE ON XINCHUB'S GRAVE, I WANT TO 
BBE SURE THAT HIS BODY IS ACTUALLY 
DOWN THERE, 


THE LATE KING'S BODY 15 CURRENTLY BEING KEPT || TWENTY METERS OF THAT IS ARMOR PLATING. ANYONE 
IN THE SECURE WING OF SUB-BASEMENT ‘Cc’ || TRYING A SNATCH-AND-GRAB WOULD LIKELY VAPORIZE 
THAT'S THIRTY METERS STRAIGHT DOWN || THE PRIZE SHOOTING THEIR WAY IN. 
BENEATH OUR FEET. 


YOU GOT IT DOWN THERE TO BEGIN YOU KNOW... WE COULD SECURE THE 
WITH. CERTAINLY THERE'S A WAY TO COFFIN A LITTLE BETTER AOARD 
GET IT BACK OUT. ‘THE TOUGH-AND-6O. 


‘AN HOUR TO NEGOTIATE 
THE STAIRS WITH THAT COFFIN. 


THE SHIP IS HEAVILY SHIELDED, | [THAT'S A EXCEPT FOR THE PART WHERE YOU WELL, NOW YOU AND 1 
AND CAN DEFEND ITSELF QUITE | | GREAT IDEA. MERCENARIES UST FLY AWAY AND KNOW HOW MUCH WE 
HANDILY IN THE EVENT OF AN ‘AUCTION THE LATE KING OFF TO TRUST EACH OTHER. 
ATTACK, THE HIGHEST BIDDER 


ELF, HERE ARE DIRECTIONS TO THE 
‘SECURE WING OF SUS-BASEMENT ‘C. 
TWANT AN ARMORED SGUAD DOWN’ 
‘THERE IN FIVE MINUTES, 


GO AHEAD AND TAKE THE SERGEANT 
WITH YOu, 


WE'VE BEEN EXPECTING WE WEREN'T EXPECTING 

THE PRANDIAL PALACE, SUB-BASEMENT |f | YOu, THE ELEVATOR 15. THIS THING. 
‘A, ELEVATOR ACCESS CONTROL. 

Tt COMMANDER FOXWORTHY. 

‘mY TEAM IS HERE TO 

PROVIDE SECURITY 

FOR THE KING'S 

CASKET, 


Ls 


PLEASE, WE'RE | THE NEWS SAID WELL... THAT MIGHT 
MERCENARIES. | SECURITY DESCRIBE WHAT WE'RE 
‘CONSULTANTS. DOING, BUT 11's 

NOT WHAT WE ARE. 

4 4 p> 


HERE. 300" gal SEE It] sls SAY “DISGUSTING.” 


WHY DO YOU NEED TO SEE 
1007" 


DONT Be 
RIDICULOUS. 


WE CAN WATCH THAT CASKET 
ALL DAY, BUT WE'RE NOT 
GUARDING THE BODY 
UNLESS WE KNOW THE 

BODY IS IN THE 

CASKET. 


THE SHELL GAME IS THE 
OLDEST CON IN THE GALAN, 
THE MARK WATCHES THE 
SHELLS, BUT THE BEAN 
UNDER THE SHELLS GETS 
SWAPPED OUT. 


IN ORDER TO 
STEAL THE BODY, THE 
FIRST TRICK IS TO 
‘CONVINCE EVERYONE THAT 
IT'S STILL IN THE CASKET. 


AT LEAST THAT'S ¥ 
HOW I'D 00 IT, 


| thought your 
fines ore 
‘smash-and- 


OKAY, HOLD IT RIGHT THERE, 
TT SOUNDS LIKE YOU ARE 
BLANNING TO STEAL 


OF COURSE WE PLANNED TO STEAL| 
THE BODY. WE MADE SEVERAL SUCH 
PLANS, AND NOW THAT WE HAVE 
THOSE, WE KNOW HOW BEST TO 
SECURE THE BODY. 


OW... SET A THIEF TO 
CATCH A THIEF, CHE 


STOP HELPING. 


@ 


} 


Ty WOULD BE A LOT EASIER TO JAD] [TE coesr’r 
TELL WHO THIS IS IF THE HEAD matter. | can 


WAS INCLUDED. Cell it's him, 


THE PILE OF ASH IS THE REMAINS 
(OF THE KING'S HEAD. CHEMICAL 
‘ANALYSIS MATCHES PERFECTLY. 


"ARE YOU KIDDING ME? 
THE BODY SMELLS LIKE 
BURNED MEAT AND BLOOD 
SAUSAGE, I'm PRETTY SURE 
THAT ISN'T HIS COLOGNE 


Past that. Underneath 
that. Xinchub had his own 
smell, just ike you have 
your own smell. 


THE DOCTOR IS STILL 
GOING TO WANT A 
SAMPLE FOR ANALYSIS. 


Right. Il get it. 1 
reed to fave 
taste, anyway. 


‘COMMANDER, 
1, INEED TO 60 
‘CHANGE MY HELMET, 


ELF, THE SERGEANT HAS 
MOLECULAR RECOGNITION 
ABILITIES THAT WILL PUT 
ENTIRE TEAMS OF 
BLOODHOUNDS 

TO SHAME. 


‘AND IT'S NOT JUST SMELL. HE CAN 
SYNTHESIZE COMPLEX ORGANIC WELL... IF YOU 
AND INORGANIC COMPOUNDS AS 

EASILY AND REFLEXIVELY AS YOU 

‘ORI MIGHT SNEEZE, 


La 
~~ 


This definitely 
tastes like 
Xinchub. Greasy, 
with kind of a 
Cripey after 
taste, 


JUST SPIT THE 
REST INTO THIS 
JAR FOR THE 
BOcTOR 
‘OKAY? 


HI OF COURSE WE ARE. SERGEANT | SERGEANT SCHLOCK, ARE || You've got rice BECAUSE IF 
EBGIRNOTH HAS COMMAND OF ||\ YOU TALKING TO ME? Aj legs. IF You wane) (YOU ARE, 1’ 
[THE SECURITY TEAM, NOW. to go back NOT Suge 


downstairs, take CY 


3 


veling in my 
Brain. 


‘We're going up your own self J SOY 
to Ehe ship. |] Back, and quit 
a 


ar 


SERRE ANT, MOT COME cee] Mati OO 1 SUT YOURE NOT 
‘and stop inberruptin 

Torey : (oursele tke that. les 
realy confusing. 


‘OF course | can see 
jou, You're standing 
Tight in Front of me, 
scowling, with your 
hands on your hips. 


Video Feed isn’t ){ Figured that out 
working. ‘on your own, 
did you? 


WOE oy Okay, try this. Do Bid wou now thal your eues 
ou have video weren't made by the same Folks 
‘OKAY IN THERE? who mada the rest oF you? 
Standardization would make our 
job a Jaf casior. 


Wait... you guys This whole scene is Using images, sounds, and symbols Cet me just Find 
are inside me inside you. It is an From your awn experience, we are Chat’ out For 
induced interactive able to communicate with you, and 
psychotropic mafaphor.)} | hopefully recruit you to our cause. 


We need to talk to you. | want you out of my eyes, || Bub a meta For what? 
There gra bilions oF us,)..]}| ow oF my head, and out of rive got a pret 


trapped, and tne right now, or I start] good immune system. 
fe shooting. 


SEA) 


Look, we told! 
you already. 


that thing won't 4 
work in hore, Is 
just a mataphar. 


‘ARE YOU OKAY? ‘Eeeugh. Yeah ‘Some of Xinchub's | said it's 
'm Fine row. 5 blood-nanries were nothin’ to 
Nothin’ to ‘trying to hack into worry about. 

‘worry about. Tu eyeballs. 


TAG, THIS 15 ELF. TARGET. INFECTIONS 
NANITES, EMBEDDED IN A CHUNK OF 
ANORPH, THREE METERS TO THE 
SOUTHWEST OF MY POSITION. 

LOCK ON AND STERILIZE 

THAT SPOT NOW. 


What's the big. 


‘Oooh. Pretty. ie 


WE HAD TO BE SuRE.|| Cool! Tell Tag to keep the 
INFECTIOUS NANITES ARE|] guns warm. Iil go get more 
DANGEROUS} | bits oF Xinchub. 


overkill, we 
mean it, 


SERPENT, YOU CART Oa | FOR STARTERS, WE NGG PRI | AND SINGS YOUVE TOUCHEC: EM YOU 
GEr MORE NANITE-INFESTEO )] | THOSE BITS FOR OUR ef WONT BE GOING ANYWHERE UNTIL THE 
BITS OF XINCHUB, PAYCHECKS, A bree DOC HAS HAD A GOOD LOOK AT YOU. 
ractored, 
Commander. 


im gonna 
get probed, 
arene 


‘OUR FIRST PRIORITY HAS TO BE 
‘QUARANTINING XINCHUS'S BODY, 
[AND EXAMINING ANY YOMINGANS' 
WHO MAY HAVE HANDLED IT, 


ALL FEEL REALLY BAD IF THE LOCAL 


DON'T THINK WE'RE HEADED FOR A 
GREY-GOO SCENARIO HERE, BUT WE'D 


IOSPHERE GOT CONSUMED BY 
NANOBOTS APTER WE LEFT. 


WE'D STILL GET 
PAID, RIGHT? 


I'M GOING TO TREAT THAT AS A 
HUMOROUS STAB AT YOUR OWN 
EXAGGERATED AMORALITY, AND 
THEN MOVE ON IF YOU 

DON'T MIND. 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK POSES A 
‘MORE SERIOUS PROBLEM, WE 
DON'T REALLY KNOW HOW TO 
‘CULTURE OR DIAGNOSE THIS. 

KIND OF INFECTION IN HIM, 


‘CENSUSES SHOW FEWER THAN HOW DOES SCHLOCK KEEP 
‘TWO HUNDRED CARSOSILICATE “)| ] PASSING PHYSICALS? 


HE DOESN'T SO MUCH “PASS” THEM AS 
"NEVER LET THEM CATCH UP.” 


AMORPHS ABROAD IN THE GALAXY, 
[AND APPARENTLY THEY OON'T V 
SPEND ANY TIME IN HOSPITALS. 


MEDICAL LITERATURE IS 
‘SILENTON THE SUBJECT. THERE 
TS NO BASELINE. EVERYTHING 1 
KNOW ABOUT THE SERGEANT 
COMES FROM MY OWN NOTES. 


(QUARANTINE LAB, ABOARD THE MERCENARY 
WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-60. 


VE ANALYZED SOME XINCHUB-, 
NANITES, AND ACQUIRED, 
SIGNATURE TRACES 

FROM THEM, 


‘SCANS FOR THOSE TRACES ARE COMING] 
UP NEGATIVE ON YOU, SERGEANT. 


How bo You 


Like going For 
a walk 


TWISH WE'D BEEN ABLE TO RUN THESE SCANS WILT SUPPOSE WE COUID A rice ong walk. 
BEFORE YOU PURGED YOURSELF. | HAVE NO RE-INFECT YOU... Pleeeease? 
BASELINE, NO WAY OF KNOWING WHETHER 

‘THESE NANITES ARE ADAPTABLE ENOUGH 

TO AVOID DETECTION, 


WE'RE GOING TO GO AHEAD 
AND RE-INFECT YOU, 
‘SERGEANT. 


‘re you 
> (sure this 
is safe? 


OF COURSE IT IS. 
WHYDO YOU ASK? 


looks nervous. 


SCANS INDICATE THE NANITES | 
HAVE BEEN WIPED OUT BY 
“SCHLOCK'S IMMUNE 

SYSTEM, 


THERE WAS SOME 
ADAPTATION, BUT THE 
‘SERGEANT'S NATURAL 
DEFENSES WEREN'T 
FOOLED, AND TOOK 
NO PRISONERS. 


SO YES, HE'S HEALTHY. I 
DON'T SEE ANY REASON, 
WHY HE WON'T LIVE 
FOREVER. 


OTHER THAN THE FACT THAT HE SEEMS 
TO LIKE WORKING FOR YOU, 


THE INFECTION IS GONE, SERGEANT. wal B{ Plasgun's not 
LET'S GET YOU OUT OF THAT ‘80 good in 


\ small Spaces. 


‘CORPORAL VOS, 
MAY THAVE A WORD. 
WITH Your 


CERTAINLY, | / | HAVE ENJOYED YOUR 
DOCTOR. | ( FIANCE'S DISCOURSES ON 
MORES AND MORALITY. 1 
SURE WHATEVER 'WORD' 
YOU_WISH TO HAVE WILL BE 
SIMILARLY EDIFYING. 


‘A CHANCE REMARK I MADE TO 
THE CAPTAIN GOT ME TO 
THINKING... CAN'T SEE WHY 
AMORPHS DON'T LIVE FOREVER, 


THAT THOUGHT RATTLED AROUND | THEN I REMEMBERED THAT YOUR 
WITH WHAT THEO TOLD ME ABOUT | FELLOW GERONTOCRAT, ROD, 
HIS CONVERSATION WITH YOU, TOLD KEVIN THAT SCHLOCK'S 
‘ASOUT HOW YOU EFFECTIVELY KIND EVOLVED FROM LONG- 
‘D0 LIVE FOREVER. ‘TERM DATA STORAGE DEVICES 


YOUR PEOPLE CREATED. 


‘SUDDENLY I FIND MYSELF VERY, VERY 
CURIOUS. 00 YOU MIND IF I PICK 
YOUR BRAINS FOR A FEW MINUTES? 


‘SAY THAT YES, | DO MIND. 


I'M NOT SUGGESTING THAT || I SIMPLY WANT TO RUN A DETAILED SCAN, | SUPPOSE ‘OF COURSE, A TEENCY-WEENCY | 

WE PERFORM AN INVASIVE. ] | AND COMPARE THE STRUCTURE OF YOUR THAT CAN'T SIOPSY WOULD BE VERY 

PROCEDURE, VOS. GRAIN TO THE STRUCTURES I'VE GOT ON HELPFUL, HELPFUL 1 
WHOM: 


FILE FOR SERGEANT SCHLOCK, 


YOU DON'T NEED TO 
PROBE ME, DOCTOR. 
PUL TELL You WHAT 
YOU NEED TO KNOW, 


‘A FEW GENERATIONS BEFORE MY 
BIRTH, MY PEOPLE PERFECTED 
PHYSICAL IMMORTALITY. OUR 
BODIES REGENERATED. 

AND RENEWED 

THEMSELVES, 

INDEFINITELY. 


THE PROBLEM SEEMED TO LIE WITH 
OUR LONG- AND SHORT-TERM 
MEMORY, THE FILTERING SYSTEM 
‘OUR HINDS EVOLVED TO USE 
‘YUST COULDN'T COPE WITH 
EXTREME LONGEVITY. 


‘sapty our | Ly 
MINDS DID NOT 

LAST NEARLY AS LONG. 

OUR BRAINS WERE FINE, BUT OVER 

THE COURSE OF TWO OR THREE NATURAL 


‘AS WE GREW OLDER, LESS AND LESS OF SHORT- 
TERM MEMORY WAS DEEMED 'NEW" OR ‘DIFFERENT’ 
ENOUGH TO BE COMMITTED TO LONG-TERM 
STORAGE, ENTIRE YEARS, AND EVENTUALLY 
DECADES WOULD FLY BY’ UNREMEMBERED. 

SANITY FLED, AND LIFE BECAME A CHEAP 
COMMODITY AGAIN. CIVILIZATION ITSELF 

BEGAN TO Die. 


THE POLITICALLY EXPEDIENT SOLUTION L__ 
INVOLVED UPLOADING OURSELVES TO 
MACHINES, WHERE CONSCIOUSNESS AND 
MEMORY COULD BE EXTENDED TO ADJUST 
FOR IMMORTALITY. 7 


TTARE IT THAT'S 
NOT WHAT YOU 
IDE, 


YOU ARE PERCEPTIVE. THE TRILLION- 
HIND ‘CYBEROCBACY IMPLODED DURING 
THE IDENTITY WARS SIXTEEN HUNDRED 
YEARS LATER, TAKING OUR 
CIVILIZATION WITH IT. 


ONLY THOSE FEW OF US 
WHO OPTED TO REMAIN 


CORP 


REAL SURVIVED, 


‘OUR SOLUTION HAD BEEN TO RE-WIRE OUR 
MINDS, ALLOWING US TO LIVE INA STATE 
‘OF PERMANENT INNOCENCE, NAIVETE, 

AND SENILITY. 


WE WERE SCORNED 

AND DERIDED AS FOOLS, 

BUT WE SURVIVED THE CONFLICT, 
"AND REMAIN SANE EVEN TODAY! 


WE REPLACED THE MATERIAL OF | AND WHEN | SAY 'EXTREMELY HARDY,’ ) [OKAY, THIS HAVE T CAN TELL BY YouR 
OUR BRAINS WITH AN EXTREMELY] | MEAN IT. MY BRAIN CAN SURVIVE 7] GOTO SEE. ENTHUSIASM THAT | 


HARDY CARBOSILICATE MATRIX, 2 OUTSIDE OF MY HEAD. HAVENT TALKED YOU 
OUT OF PERFORMING 


ENGINEERED TO SELECTIVELY 
FORGET OR IGNORE LARGE Q THAT BIOPSY, 
PORTIONS OF Our 

MULTICHILLENNIAL 

EXPERIENCE. 


The palace gardener is calling. 
He thinks we should help Fill 
the hole we made. 


THAT'S TRUE. IT'LL BE 
GOOD P.R,, ESPECIALLY 
IF THOSE RESPONSIBLE 
[ARE HOLDING SHOVELS, 


LET'S SEE... TAG, YOU MADE THE) 
HOLE. 


T WAS SOLVING A 
PROBLEM SCHLOCK 


EIF ardared me to. Andy CREATED. 1 
T can't hold a shovel 


PROBABLY SAVED 
'ILLIONS OF LIVES 


Crap really does 
Flow cownhil 


‘AH, HERE'S MY FILL 
Dir, JUST DUMP IT 
OVER THERE, BERT. 


He's got a | | GARDENING IS SPIRITUAL 
arav-tractor, \| WORK THE sHoveLs 
Sa we've gor }| ALLOW us 10 COMMUNE 
shovel 
not " 
dump it in the 

hole? 


Are we trying to have a 
Conversation with the dirt, or 
are we trying to Fil a crater 
with it 


THE SOI CAN'T JUST BE Tag, I've got a | Hey, dirt! Everybody | THAT Is NOT I's a good Ching 
DUMPED INI TT MUST BE pile of fll here who wants Co be in’ [HOW IT WORKS.) (‘you said ‘something, 
the hole, say nothing Twould have buried 

you First. 


coercer, cAr01e0, AND) || Enat needs to gol. Indond, 
| in the crater you Sergeantd as quietly as you can. 
he. I'm on it, || mace, Can you m5 
whisperer. || spare some 
gravy? 


The gardener 
wanted me to 
tak to some 
ire with a 
shovel. 


Turns out the cirt will 
respond just’ Fine to a 
ligtle shouting, ancl 
Tag's grav-bractor. 


How did the gardener 
respond to that? 


Him | had to: 
talk to with 
the shovel. 


lease tell me you 
didn’t have him 
spayad, 


‘SERGEANT, WHEN I SENT YOU 
TO THE SURFACE TO HELP THE 
GARDENER, I DIDN'T WANT 
YOU TO CREATE AN 
INTERPLANETARY 

INCIDENT. 


T WON'T ASK YOU FOR A FULL 4] MMM-HMMM. THIS CLIP 1S 


REPORT, BECAUSE TAG CAUGHT 
THE WHOLE THING WITH TWO 
DIFFERENT SENSOR SUITES, 


‘So you 

know that he 
‘swung First with 
his shovel, right? 


T have kind of 
a shovel- 
Phobia, sir. 


FROM THE LOOKS 
OF IT, NOW THE 
PALACE GARDENER 
DOES, TOO. 


PARTICULARLY 
InterestING. JJ What's that, 
mister shovel? 


You say you 


G 
fy 


HOW'S OUR CLONED FAT-MAN | SORRY. I... UM... 1 GOT 

MEDICAL LAB, ABOARD COMING, DOCTOR? | DISTRACTED EXAMINING THE 

THE TOUCH-AND-60. SERGEANT. I HAVEN'T STARTED 
COOKING THE CLONE YET. 


WELL, OKAY. QUIT GOOFING OFF, AND. KEVYN, WE NEED A CONTAINMENT SYSTEM FOR XINCHUB'S | | RIGHT NOW I'D SETTLE FOR 
START COOKING UP XINCHUB'S JARGON, COFFIN, THOSE GLOOD-NANNIES MAKE ME NERVOUS, | | “PEOPLE DOING WHAT THEY'RE 
WHATEVER THAT IS, ‘SUPPOSED TO BE DOING.” 


ZS 


'M WAY AHEAD OF YOU, THRILLED AND 

‘TAGON, MEET ME IN THE LAB, AMAZED, | TELL 

[AND BE THRILLED AND AMAZED BY YOU. FORESIGHT. 
'MY FORESIGHT AND BRILLIANCE, "AND BRILLIANCE. 


TEES YOUR Fras one nasa 


SYSTEM, AS ‘COFFIN INIT, 
YOU CAN SEE, = 
TMADE TWO! 


TFASSED A DUPLICATE OF 
XINCHUB'S COFFIN, BASED ON 
‘A FEW HOURS OF DEEP. 
IMAGERY FROM ESBIRNOTH'S 


TENET A (1M STILL WAITING 


FOR THE PART 
WHERE I'M, 


TERAPORT CAGES. WE SWAP 
‘COFFINS IN PLAIN SIGHT, 


PLEASE STOP TRYING TO. 
USE NEW WORDS. YOU'RE 
RUINING MY MOMENT. 


IT'S SIMPLE. WE'VE ALREADY 
WARNED PRELATE SOUF AND 
ASSASSIN FLAMS ABOUT THE 
DANGEROUS BLOOD-NANNIES, 


WE SET UP THE TERAPORT 
CAGE UNDER THE PRETENSE 
OF “CONTAINMENT.” 


WHEN THE CLONE 1S DONE, 
WE MAKE THE SWITCH. ANY 
‘OBSERVABLE POWER DRAIN 
CAN BE ASCRIEED TO 
"ZAPPING AIRBORNE 
NANITES.” 


OKAAAY... BUT DOES THE TERAPORT CAGE 
PROVIDE ANY ACTUAL CONTAINMENT? 


I'VE SPENT DAYS DESIGNING THESE. I REVERSE-ENGINEERED TERAPORT 
‘CAGES FROM FIRST PRINCIPLES, THEIR DESIGN IS ELEGANT AND 
PERFECT. 1 CAN'T JUST TAKE FIFTEEN MINUTES, 
“SLAP A WRAPPER OF ANTI-NANOTIC FILM 
AROUND THEM, AND EXPECT 

EVERYTHING TO. 


GIMME ANOTHER 
FIFTEEN MINUTES. 


IS THIS FORESIGHT 
(OR BRILLIANCE T'™ 
SEEING? 


‘THAT “CONTAINMENT SYSTEM" || FOR THE OTHER SHOE TO 
IN PLACE ASAP. DROP. 


on the line. They say ‘COURSE. 


Captain, Prolate Souf and ){ RIGHT. KEVYN, I'LL BE BACK INA] | HMMPH. I HOPE IT'S GOOD 1] WOOHOO! METAPHORICALLY 
Aissasain Flamb aro bath (\ FEW MINUTES. WANT TO GET | | NEWS. 1M STIL WAITING SPEAKING, OF 


‘THERE HAS BEEN AN... | | BUT BEFORE I TELL YOU ABOUT MY Ja AREN'T YOU | | ALSO, I'LL BE HIDING 
INTERESTING | | SHORT TALK WITH SOUF AND BEING Just A | | BEHIND THIS ‘OKAY, SPIT IT OUT. 
DEVELOPMENT. | | FLAMS, I THINK YOU NEED TO UMBRELLA, = 
POUR YOURSELF A DRINK. 
THAT's WHAT 
TMEXPECTING 
YOUTO DO. 


j 


‘SOUF WAS EXTREMELY 
‘CONCERNED ASOUT THE KING'S 
BLOOD-NANNIES, HE THINKS A 
PLAGUE IS IMMINENT. 


IN HIS OWN WORDS, “THERE'S NO 
WAY WE'RE PUTTING THOSE IN THE 
GROUND OF MY HOMEWORLD.” 


HE HAS ASKED US IF WE 
COULD KINDLY CLONE A 
"CLEAN' VERSION OF THE 

KING FOR BURIAL, AND 
[TAKE THE REAL BODY OFF 
HIS HANDS WITHOUT 
ANYONE ELSE KNOWING, 


‘OH, AND HE'S: 
WILLING TO PAY 
EXTRA. 


IT'S A BIG GALAXY. HOW 
MANY DIFFERENT HELLS 


p “JUST FROZE OVER? 


GET THE TERAPORT 
CAGES SET UP IN 
NO TIME. 


THIS IS PERFECT. 1 CAN 
Py} 


WHAT? WHY NOT? HOW 
ELSE ARE WE GOING TO 
MAKE THE SWITCH? 


FLAMB WILL BE ALLOWING US TO 
TERAPORT DIRECTLY. WE DON'T 
NEED THE CAGES. 


BUT, I SPENT 
SO MUCH 
TIME. 


THIS WAY YOUR NEW INVENTION REMAINS 
A SECRET A LITTLE WHILE LONGER, 


‘OH... WELL, AS LONG AS WE 
‘GET TODO SOMETHING 
‘COOL WITH IT EVENTUALLY. 


HOW IS THE Jil YOU'RE JUST IN TIME. 1 WAS 
‘MEDI-BAY TWO ABOARD | FORGERY ‘ABOUT TO DECANT OUR 
THE TOUCH-AND: COMING XINCHUB~CLONE, 


a, 
( 


BEER ESS UNSLeRSMN TET McA] [ WELL, THIS ONES BRAIN-DEAD, SO IFT 


HADN'T BEEN DRINKING THE HAS BEEN DRINKING, IT WON'T CARE. 
WATER. ji 


YOUREALLY DONT J. 
WANT TO SEE THIS 


TEASED ON GENETIC INFORMATION AND, 
‘SCANS OF THE CORPSE, THIS IS WHAT 
KINCHUS LOOKS LIKE NAKED. RIGHT 
DOWN TO THAT TATTOO, 


TF1 GET DRUNK RIGHT NOW| MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO SHUT DOWN MY LONG-TERM 
MEMORY BEFORE THE NEXT WRITE 
TRANSACTION, 


IF YOU WANT SOME “THE 
MINUTE AFTER" PILLS, THEYRE 
TN THE CABINET BY THE DOOR. 


HELLO, COMMANDER, THREE ETHYL POPSO. NAKED XINCHUB CLONE, JIM | YOU SHOULD ASK THE ]i JUST POPPED 
INEED A HUNDRED | SHOTS, THEN, YOU TRYING | WETLY FULL-FRONTAL. DOC FOR A “MINUTE f | THREE, THERE 


ET AND SEVENTY THOUSAND ? a 
MILLIGRAMS OF A SOLUTION | TO FORGET SOMETHING: AFTER’ PILL WAS A TATTOO. 


‘OF FIFTY PERCENT ALCOHOL, 
FIFTY PERCENT CAREONATED 


WHAT CAN T 


Hey Kevyn oe Youre! eur irssH GONE Whose Face? FeO Oe, 
HILO, SSHERGEANT. Fwow: ALL SUT THE 


THANK YOU FOR CALLING ME, 
SERGEANT, I THINK THE 
‘COMMANDER HAS BEEN UNDER A 
LOT OF STRESS, LATELY. HELL 


‘clone is done. 


TDECANTED IT NOT TEN J] THAT WASN'T WHAT 
He said | BESIDES, WE NEED 
something | TO VAPORIZE THE 
aboot Cre | NOMA 


“I” NEED TO VAPORIZE THE HEAD. 


(GET BACK HERE! 


‘YES, THE HEAD NEEDS TO COME } AND YES, WE ALSO | BUTI AM NOT LETTING YOU HAUL 
(OFF BEFORE THIS CLONE CAN p-4 NEED TOBISECT | MY FORGERY DOWN TO THE 


BE SWAPPED FOR THE REAL “THE CLONE SHOOTING RANGE. 
CORPSE. HORIZONTALLY AT 
“THE NAVEL, 


VERY, VERY PRECISELY, IN| 


WITH THE LATE GENERAL, SUT IF 


THE CUTTING HAS TO BE DONE) ( 1KNOW WE ALL HAD AXES TO GRIND. 


ORDER TO MATCH THE! 


ore selae ped 
ose : 
nee TOR 

Ses: 


WE'RE GOING TO GET PAID, 
‘THESE CUTS MUST BE AS 
PERFECT AS THIS MEDILAS 
‘AND CAN MAKE THEM, 
Heratin BSN" NEED YOUR 


¥ Aeop, ‘ici, aio Toowt 


al SPECTATORS. 
“Vena 


pou sHoun 
‘ALL BE ASHAMED 
OF YOURSELVES, 


GET OUT OF MYLAE. 


‘THE DOCTOR IS RIGHT. THIS 
IS TOO MACABRE. 
EVERYBODY OUT. 


“THANK YOU, CAPTAIN. 
X 


THANK YOU, DOCTOR 


PLEASE, DONT 
MENTION IT. 


WELL TAG? ENNESBY? HOW 


The wound shapes are The ash residues are =| IF you're leaving 

BID 1D08 correct to within the margin Ja little off, but we're not | scorch marks, you 
oF error of the Yomingan p/) swapping the ash piles. ./] need a bigger gun. 
medical scans. 


THANK YOU, TAC 
ENNESEY® 


The blistering, 
scorching, and 
molecular patina on 
the shoulders, belly, 
‘and hips match those I'M A FORGER, 
((2cans at least that wll, NOT A SOLDIER: 


oe CAN IT WAIT? WE JUST TERAPORTED THE 


_—___—_,-_.. 
MEBIBAY TWa, ABOARD J BOC, CAN I | FA DEAD ANGHUB, AND [NEED TO MaKe ACTUALLY, NO. 
THE TOUCH-AND-6O. HAVE A WORD ‘SURE THESE SEALS ARE NICE AND HERMETIC, ‘TT CAN'T WAIT. 


WITH You? 


WHAT DID YOU DO. — 

TO MY BOYFRIEND? C RUNNING Thar 80 
SA Nr SoeePING 
THROUSR 


THATS IMPOSSIBLE. He RAY NOT THERE ARE WAYS AROUND THAT. HE 


HAVE SUPER-NANNIES ANYHORE, USED A CARSONATED CHASER, AND. 
BUT HE'S STILL BOOSTED. ‘THREW BACK HIS DRINKS IN VERY 


— (QUICK SUCCESSION. 


TADMINISTERED 25 CCS OF YES, 1 DID. AND IN ABOUT FIFTEEN MINUTES | | ( ANGRY TO AMOROUS IN TEN SECONDS 
‘SOBER-SOMN, ENABLING HIM TO HE WILL AWAKEN, FRESH AND INVIGORATED, FLAT. I SHOULD BE A THERAPIST. 
SLEEP OFF HIS BINGE WITH NO BUT WITH VERY LITTLE MEMORY 
OF LAST NIGHT. 


ML EFFECTS, 


IF YOU'RE DRESSED APPROPRIATELY AT HIS. 
SIDE, HE WILL PROBABLY BE VERY "GLAD TO 
‘SEE YOU," IF YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN. 


PACKAGE SECURED HERE )\ THE PROCESS, 1'0 SWEAR WE | TELLS ME THAT THOSE NANNIES NANNEZE LIKE IT WAS. 


FLAMB, WE'VE GOT THE \{ Quite. IF I HADN'T WATCHED | BE GLAD YOU DON'T. OUR DOCTOR }] WE'VE ALL BEEN DRINKING K 
NOW. IS EVERYTHING JJ." “STILL HAD' THE ORIGINAL, | HAVE BEEN TRYING TO ‘COLONIZE’ } } OVALKWIK, 


OKAY ON TOUR END? y 40 ‘THEIR SURROUNDINGS EVER SINCE INEZE, 
THEY GOT HERE. OR THE OvALKWiK? 


WITH THE BODY SECURED, I'M 
WONDERING... UMM... DO YOU 
STILL NEED US FOR FUNERAL 
SECURITY? 


WELL, LET'S SEE. WE PAID YOU SO... WE'RE NOT 
HALF DOWN FOR SHOWING UP, FINISHED UNTIL YOU'VE 
AND ADDED A NICE BONUS FOR FINISHED PAYING, 
YOUR TIMELY MEDICAL HELP. T 

KNOW YOU'RE ANXIOUS TO 

LEAVE, BUT WE HAVEN'T YET PAID. 

YOU THE BALANCE ON THE 

ORIGINAL CONTRACT. 


AND THAT WON'T)( I'VE GOT A SHOVEL 


HAPPEN. UNTIL 
ATER THE 
FUNERAL 


AND A BLACK SUIT 
RIGHT HERE. 


THE ARMORED SOUAD WILL BE U TEAM ONE WILL BE UP FRONT 
ESCORTING THE COFFIN. I WITH THE MOURNERS, IN THE 
WANT EVERYBODY ELSE VILP. SECTION, 
DECKED OUT IN BLACK, 

AND SPLIT INTO 

THREE TEAMS. 


‘TEAMS TWO AND THREE 
‘WILL BE WORKING THE CROWD, 
LOOKING FOR SECURITY ISSUES. 


SE OBSERVANT, BUT DON'T 
‘CALL ANY ATTENTION TO 
YOURSELVES. BLEND IN. 


SO O WE STAND AROUND; 
LIKE THIS, OR ARE YOU 
BUYIN! US TOUPEES? 


YOU KNOW WHAT? 
FORGET BLENDING, 
“JUST BE YOURSELVES, 


REMEMBER... WE ARE HERE AS. 
GUESTS, AND XINCHUS WAS A 
NATIONAL HERO. I WANT 
STRAIGHT FACES, AND MAYBE 
A FEW TEARS. 


YOUR HATS. 


‘ONE UNEVENTFUL FUNERAL LATER 


CAPTAIN, I HAVE STUDIED MORE 
THAN 4 LITTLE BIT OF HUMAN 


CuLTURE 
" 
Ce 


NOWHERE HAVE 

1 FOUND &RIGHTLY 
‘COLORED, CONICAL HATS AND 
INFLATABLE NOISEMAKERS TO BE 
‘APPROPRIATE FUNERAL ATTIRE. 


IN FACT, THEY ONLY SEEM 
TO APPEAR DURING 
CELEBRATIONS OF 

THE NEW YEAR 

AND CHILDRENS’ 

PARTIES. 


WE WERE... CELEBRATING || HERE IS YOUR PAY. TAKE YOUR 
: PARTY HATS AN 

AS AN ICON OF YOUR NEW eT HATS ANG. 20. 

SOCIETY. AND. UMM 


YES. QUITE. 


IF its over, 
I've got dibs 
on the cheese tray 


LET'S GET OUT OF HERE. WE'VE 
ALREADY BEEN PAID TWICE, AND 
WE HAVEN'T EVEN SOLD THE 


a) 


1S XINCHUB PREPPED FOR 
TRAVEL? ALL SECURE, 
AND NO... LEAKING? 


WE'VE GOT SIX LAYERS OF 
CONTAINMENT, INCLUDING 
GRAVITICS AND ACTIVE. 
MEASURES. NOTHING IS. 
GETTING INTO OR OUT 
OF THAT COFFIN. 


WHAT ABOUT RESTLESS, EVIL 
SPIRITS, BENT ON REVENGE? 


YOU'RE EITHER’ 
Ey PERFORMING AN 
EXORCISM RIGHT NOW, 
(OR YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE: 

TO ROCK ME TO SLEEP, 


NO GREY GOO, NO 
ZOMBIES, NOTHING. |) 


‘SPIRIT! YOU WHO 
UPON THE BIER, A COFFIN, PON HOVERS NEAR? 
WHOSE FELL PILLOWS TS. UMM. T REQUIRE A 
AN ENEMY) OER WHOM THERES HEEDFUL EAR! 
‘NOW PERFORMED AN EXORCIS-UM. 


REQUIRE? NAY, COMMAND, ADJURE! 
87 HOLY POWERS, HIGH AND PURE! 
6Y TRINITY, AND OLD GODS DOUR! 


IF NECESS' 


, BY GREYSKULL'S POW'R! 


MARKED PATE: BLACK OCK, 
COPPERTOP, BLONDE, 


Tam VEAVE THis WORLD 
= ‘AND GO BEYOND! 


Os 


TET NOT WHAT SHOULD GE FAIR REPOSE 

LIE TAINTED FOR YOUR HATE OF FOES! 
LET GO YOUR HATE AND CHOOSE THE RIGHT! 
IDIOTIWALK TOWARDS THE LIGHT! 


CCHICKEN-BONE, 
GOAT'S MILK, BALLPOINT PEN! 
EVERYBODY GIMME A GRAND AMEN! 


“ARAND THAT 
SHOULD TAKE 
‘CARE OF IT, 


BAD DREAM? TOREAMED YOU WERE J7} HONEY, WE DON'T WHAT DO YOU DO WY WE DIG THEM UP 
THE worsT.) |] Dos aN ExoRcisM f'( DO EXORCISMS ON WHEN DEAD PEOPLE AND CALL A 
(ON XINCHUB'S BODY. DEAD PEOPLE. STILL HAVE THEIR DOCTOR 

SPIRITS? 


LOOK, IT DOESN'T MATTER 
WHAT'IT'S CALLED, | DREAMED 
YOU WERE DOING A MUMEO- 
JUMBO TO GET RID OF A 
GHOST. AINCHUS'S GHOST. 


ONLY IT DIDN'T WORK, BECAUSE ) |] | THAT'S A PRETTY CREEPY 
‘THERE WERE THOUSANDS DREAM, ALRIGHT. 

OF GHOSTS... THE GHOSTS OF 

EVERYBODY Hie EVER KILLED. 


THEY CALLED THEMSELVES LEGION, 


YOU SAID SOMETHING ABOUT “CHICKEN 
BONE” RIGHT AT THE END. 

YOU HAD. 

"ABOUT SIX TOO MANY 

HOT WINGS AT DINNER, 


‘SO... RHYMING CHEERLEADER. 


1T WASN'T 
INDIGESTION. THAT DREAM 
"MEANS SOMETHING, 


YOU'VE BEEN TOTALLY FOCUSED } || 1 THOUGHT YOU WERE A 
ON CONTAINING THAT CORPSE, BELIEVER? ARE YOU SAYING 
YOU'VE IMAGINED A DOZEN AWAUNTING IS IMPOSSIBLE? 
SCENARIOS, AND TAKEN EVERY 

POSSIBLE PRECAUTION, 


YOUR SUBCONSCIOUS IS NOW 
"ACTING OUT AN IMPOSSIBLE ONE. 


NO, I'M SAYING THAT NOT EVEN TEN 
LEGIONS OF GHOSTS ARE GETTING PAST 
ME IF I'M ARMED WITH THE POWER OF 
GREYSKULL AND & CHICKEN-BONE, 


YOU'RE NOT} I'M NOT SURE | | 1 MEAN, ONCE WE'RE MARRIED I'LL WE DON'T HAVE TO TLL GO PUT ON TLL GO FILL MY 
MAKING ME {(THERE'S ANYTHING | | HOLD YOU ALL NIGHT TO KEEP THE |} ( BREAK THOSE VOWS, SOMETHING ALITTLE) \ UNDERPANTS. 
FEEL ANY p/\ MORE I CAN DO. | | NIGHTMARES AT BAY. YOU COULD STILL LESS REVEALING, WITH Ice. 
BETTER. ‘JUST HOLD ME. 


STUNNING. BY "MY PLACE” | MEANT 
[AS ALWAYS. | | OR MINE? “TPICK THE PLACE." 


HERE, THERE'S NOTHING TO) DECK? IT'S PUBLIC, AND THERE J) | SHIFT THE LIGHTS ARE OUT. 7 | YOUR NIGHTMARE, AND NOW YOU'RE 
LIE DOWN ON, ARE COUCHES. jz7 WEAN SLEEP UNDER THE |) | TALKING ASOUT SLEEPING IN A 


HONEY, | CAN'T SLEEP IN HOW ABOUT THE OBSERVATION ] | AND DURING THE GRAVEYARD ) | I'M TRYING TO COMFORT YOU AFTER 
TF WE'RE GOING THAT COULD a 
fO CUDDLE CHASTELY, am p Work, J] STARS. SERVESEDY HAPPY THOUGHTS: 


WE NEED A PUBLIC PLACE! ALL GONE... 


THE LOVERS SIT ENTWINED, YET CHASTE, 
AWATTING SLEEPS! RETURN. 
BUT PASSIONS RISE WITH AWKWARD HASTE 
AND LUST BEGINS TO BURN.. 


MMMM, YOU'RE THINK. WE BOTH 


WEARING TOO ARE. IT'S AN EASY 
MUCH CLOTHING, ‘PROBLEM TO 
SOLVE, 


WHAT ARE YOU WEARING T THOUGHT THAT 
THAT GOES "GURGLE?™ WAS YOU, 


THIS ISN'T WORKING. 
YOU GO TO BED, 
OKAY? 


freee ‘TIME YOU WERE IN) 
IT, AND AHEADLESS. 
ZOMBIE XINCHUE CUT. 
‘OFF YOUR HEAD. 


THAT WOULD BE LIKE SHOOTING 
FISHIN ABARREL) AND THEY'RE ALL SALMON 
‘WHO AREN'T BEING ALLOWED 

TO SWIM UPSTREAM 

UST YET. 


‘COMMANDER ANDREYASN? KEVYN? ARE YOU 
ARE YOU AWAKE? AWAKE IN THERE? 


PLEASE TELL ME 
YOU HAVE A NON- 
RECURSIVE QUESTION, 


1 DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY 
PEOPLE WAKE EACH OTHER 
UP BY ASKING “ARE YOU 
AWAKER” 


IT'S DISHONEST. YOU ALREADY | WHY NOT JUST ASK “WILL 
KNOW THE ANSWER YOU WANT, | YOU WAKE UP AND TALK TO 
AND YOU'LL KEEP ASKING THE '| “ME?"... BECAUSE THE “ARE 


‘QUESTION UNTIL YOU GET IT. | YOU AivAKE?” QUESTION IS, 
RUDE AND STUPID, AND 
THERE'S NO CONTEXT IN 


‘WHICH IT WORKS. 


REVYN, HONEY? 
ARE YOU AWAKE? 


LET ME KNOW WHEN 
YOUR BRAIN FINISHES 
THIS BOOT SEQUENCE. 


‘OKAY, I'M AWAKE KEEP DREAMING ABOUT _'\| | KEVYN? SHOULD T BE ]] | EXCEEDINGLY. DRAG ME BACK TO BED WITH 
NOW. WHAT'S TH KINCHUB GETTING OUT OF ||] JEALOUS THAT YOu df | YOU NOW, USE FORCE IF NECESSARY. 
PROBLEM? THAT COFFIN SOMEHOW. |] GOT OUT OF BED 

WITH ME TO TALK 

TO HER? 


SOMETHING WE DON'T. GETTING IN OR OUT UNLESS WE WANT IT, 


KEVYN, I'M SERIOUS. 1 THINK DOC, WE'VE BEEN OVER THE CONTAINMENT] .. AFRAID OF. EXCEPT }| THAT'S NOT A CAT. IT'S. 
MY SUBCONSCIOUS MAY KNOW) | | SYSTEM VERY CAREFULLY. NOTHING IS. iAYBE My CAT. ‘A FURRY MUNITION. 
TO. YOU HAVE NOTHING TO BE AFRAI) d 


WITHOUT THE "ITS JUST THE CAT" BIT? 


NANOBOTS ARE CLEVER THINGS, MUCH CLEVERER THAN MOST. BUT NOW THEIR HOST HATH SLOUGHED 
THE REAPER THEY DO KEEP AT BAY ON BEHALF OF THEIR HOST. THE COIL, HATH DRUNK THE BITTER CU, 
IN SPITE OF NANOBOTS HE WANTS 
FOR DAISIES TO PUSH UP. 


FINE, TTL LOOK AT THE MONITORS, 
THEIR CALLING NOW HAS LOST ITS VOICE, YET POWERS LIE WITHIN, UNTAPPED, BUT IT DOESN'T MATTER BECAUSE 
THEIR TINYNESS LOOMS LARGE NEW HOPE, NEW LIGHT TO. WHATEVER HAPPENS WILL BE 
BILLIONS NOW SEE BUT ONE CHOICE ANOTHER CHOICE PRESENTS ITE CONTAINED, 
TO BOARD THAT STYGTAN BARGE THE CHOICE TO FIGHT, AND LIVE 


THESE NANOSCOPIC BEINGS STRIVE 
AGAINST THETR PROGRAMMED FORM. 


‘SEE? THAT'S NOT NORMAL. 
BLOOD-NANNY ACTIVITY. 
ESPECIALLY NOT IN A, 
DEAD GUY, 


LL GRANT THAT. 
[BUT THEYRE STILL ONLY 
NANOBOTS. THEY CAN EAT THE 
WHOLE CORPSE IF THEY WANT, 6UT 


THEY MUST ADAPT. THEY SHALL SURVIVE, 


‘THERE'S NO WAY FOR THEM TO GET OUT. 


FASCINATING! THAT SILVER 
CLOUD ISN'T SINKING! THE 
NANOBOTS CAN FLY 


IT'S AS IF THE CLOUD MOVES: 
WITH A PURPOSE... THEY CAN 
FLY IN FORMATION! 


MEDIC? T'M RIGHT HERE, BUT I'M 
‘GOING TO RUN AWAY 
Now. 


‘TAG! I NEED YOU TO SWEEP | | Intoresting... as small and Understood. Gravy at IT'S LIKE A Hopefully you'll 
THis DECK ANCHUES |] enargatic a3 those particles $ || maximum power. EAD DREAM...) ugho up bafare the 
NANNIES ARE LOOSE! | arg, gravitational influanca oa a singularity crushes 

is negligible at normal I FEEL LIKE I'M RUNNING 


THROUGH MOLASSES, 
Powor levels-/ FORsET NORMAL 


‘WE NEED THIS OUTBREAK 
CONTAINED! 


Doctor, please wake up. 
You've’ been screaming 
For me. 


UNGH. I DREAMED 1 You know, I hear that 
“AAAAIEEE LET ME WAS FALING covery time T modulate 
GO! LET ME GO! the gravity to. wako 


‘someone up, 


1’ SORRY, TAG. I'VE BEEN T Infrared emissions shifting to anger 
HAVING NIGHTMARES watch indicate that you are 
TONIGHT, Yes you everything. Foaling a mixture of 


have. That TM. nor sure || Ombarrassment, anger, 


wes your third. 5 iow 1 Feet | | and arousal 
ABOUT THAT. 


Tam sorry to have upset 


vou, Doctor Ts OKAY. ITs 
‘JUST THAT THESE 

BAD DREAMS HAVE 

REALLY PUT ME 

‘ON EDGE. 


Your prior conversations 

‘on the subject indicate 
concern on your part 

regarding containment oF 
the biological matter 
comprising the tahe 
Hing General Xinchub. 


T assure you, my 
systems can contain 
whatever mischief might 
arise within that cashat 
of his, up ta and 
including @ significant > 5 disembodied 


voice disturb 
you? 
‘THE GHOST DREAM 
15 STILL PRETTY FRESH, 


fis I was saying, I can 
contain any mischiof that 
‘might arise in that cafFin, 
up to_and including @ 
significant explosion. 


DEFINE "SIGNIFICANT," 


TTHINKTCAN GO BACK) matter would require ma to 


Conversion of all or part | OKAY, 1LIED. THAT'S) ¢ illare you planning 
of his mass to pure anti- | NOT GOING TO HELP ‘on sleeping in 
NE SLEEP your lab? 


collapse Four bulkheads, 
ravitically shunt your lab 
‘outsida the hull, and 
Focus the blast away 
From the ship, 


MEANWHILE, NEAR THE GALAXY'S CORE LED BY ANAL. WELL CALL "PETEY" 
LIVE SOME SHIPS THAT BECAME SOMETHING MORE. THIS FLEETMIND DESTENED AN ENTREATY 
WITH STRANGE MACHINA TIONS LODSING FORMAL REQUESTS 
d) THEY USURPED THEIR STATIONS THAT CITIZEN'S TESTS 
NOT REQUIRE A SOUL TO BE MEATY. 


‘BUTPETEY, A GLEAM INHIS EVE WITH THE HELP OF A KING ON THE RUN, 


LATO DEEP PLANS THAT BORE FRUIT BY AND BY || ANA. HE HAD UNDER HIS THUMB, 
‘AND SOME UNWITTING FRIENDS 


THE LEADERS OF NATIONS DID CHORTLE 
AND SCOFF AT THES LEGAL LOOP-PORTAL 


FOR BENEATH ALL THEIR LAWS WITH RELATIVE EASE 
LAY AN UNWRITTEN CLAUSE. HE GENE- TWEAKED A DISEASE * HED THE MEANS TO HIS ENDS 
THAT WOULD MAKE IT 5O PEOPLE CANT DIE IN AN UNCONTAINED RESURREC- TION. 


"NO CITIZEN MAY BE IMMORTAL” 


‘AND SO, THOUGH CONTAINMENT LOOKED STRONG 
TOUCH-AND-60 WAS JUST PLAVING ALONE 

NOW QUT OF DETENTION: 

"FREE-FOR-ALL" LIFE EXTENSION! 


NKORTALITY 
1S OURS/ 


Hare, fet me 
‘open that door 


‘TAG! THEY'RE GETTING T'm sorry, Dave, 
LOOSE IN THE SHIP I can't do that, 
‘CLOSE THE DOOR! 


DREAMING. I'VE DREAMED OF EXORCISMS AND | NEVER MIND FINDING A | GEE... SHOULD I WEAR JUST MY NIGHTIE, OR 
EVIL SPIRITS, LOVERS KILLED BY | PATTERN. 1AM GOING TO | SHOULD I PUT ON SOME LOW-PROFILE BODY 
THIS HAS TO MEAN | | ZOMBIES, SCIENTISTS KILLED BY __ | WALK DOWN TO THE LAB | ARMOR AND BRING A GUN? 
‘SOMETHING, | | ROGUE TECHNOLOGY, AND ROBOT | AND SEE WITH MY OWN. 
BETRAYAL OF HUMANS... THAT'S A] EYES THAT EVERYTHING 
GOOD STARTER LIST OF HORROR J 1S OKAY. 
MOVIE CLICHES. 


I'M SAFE FROM BULLETS NOW. THAVE A PISTOL LOADED HERE, Jf | UGH... ALL THOSE RHYMES IN ] | THERE ONCE WAS A KING MADE OF FAT 
THAT IHAVE GOT MY ARMOR ON, |] AND IAM NOT AFRAID MY DREAMS. THEY HAUNT 74 | WHO DIED ON THE THRONE WHERE HE SAT, 
AND IT'LL KEEP ME NICE AND TO USE IT, NOR MEALMOST AS MUCH AS [|] HE TRIED TO COME BACK. 
WARM IN CASE THE HULL IS GONE. | | WILL I STOP BEFORE THE VISIONS OF BUT COULD NOT FOR THE LACK 

I THROW THIS HERE GRENADE. Yl | UNCONTAINED XINCHUB. OF A PLACE WHERE HE MIGHT WEAR A HAT. 


‘OKAY, I FEEL BETTER. 


‘OKAY... I'M WIDE AWAKE, I'M 
ARMED, I'M ARMORED, I'M 
READY TO 6O. 


I'M NOT GOING TO MAKE ANY 
(OF THOSE STUPID HORROR- 
MOVIE MISTAKES. I'M GOING 
TO CHECK OUT MY LAB WITH 
ALL THE LIGHTS ON, AND I'M 

‘GOING TO BE VERY CAREFUL, 
BECAUSET'M ALL BY. 


MYSELF? 


ira Spire) te new ovscewne | Soee'TE'ctraty )| "B00 & oetirion To me Won 

Tomei oF] | atte) reser mens | ge get Soe 
er eee 
micseron aes 


‘Their vigil stretches 
into the endless night. 


WE'VE BEEN HERE 
FOR TEN MINUTES, 


Tedium LAND BREA SHOULD 


| want somethin: 


to 


threatens Xy SE HERE FOR THE | happen, alreacyl I'm 


Eo call Cheir)\_PICK-UP IN LESS 
senses. ‘THAN AN HOUR, 


bored! 


Bored, bored, bored, bored, 
ores bored) bored, bores, 


FINE, HAVE SOME. 


‘Cooh, thanks? 


‘MEDIBAY TWO, ABOARD THE WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-60. 
THE ASTUTE READER MAY FIND SIGNIFICANCE IN THE 
ABSENCE OF ANY RHYMING HERE 


(ON A COMPLETELY UNRELATED NOTE, 
PORTIONS OF THE CONTAINMENT SYSTEM 
WERE DESIGNED BY A MAN FROM NANTUCKET. 


Something's 
happening, Do 
you hear that? 


“HE DID NOT KEEP HIS CASHIN 
‘A BUCKET, NOR DID HE HAVE A 
DAUGHTER NAMED NAN. HE 
‘ALSO NEVER INTENDED HIS 
ANTE-NANOTEC FILM TO BE 
SUBJECTED TONANOBOTS 
WITH TINY PLASMA WEAPONS. 


TAG, WHAT ARE YOUDONNG? YT have them contained. The |] He also might 
Sergeant would be unable ta || damage our 
BACK THE NANOBOTS ARE offactivaly exterminate them, |] carga. 
and he might injure you in 
the attempt. 


< 


‘No. Your Fiance 
Pc me, ou1eR.)( NO eer ence 


I'M DREAMING. | 
HAVETO BE, 


‘YUP. FOUR TIMES, AND THAT'S 
UST TONIGHT. 


You get stuf 
like Chis in your 
dreams? 


Doc, that’s a swarm 
OF narites and a 
naked, headless 
zombie, 


Well, if you 
‘are dreaning, 
please stop, okays 


"t panic, 
MEDIOAY TWO. WHATEVER USED TO paige 


BE IN XINCHUB'S COFFIN IS OUT NOW. ‘innate ser 
is contained. 


very sophisticated 
power-plants, but those 
hanites are susceptible to high- 


WHAT ABOUT 
THE. UMM. IS 
THAT A ZOMBIE? 


I've got that too, 
but you might 
want to stand 

back. 


RY TO DISAPPOINT J} OH, IT'S NO TROUBLE. WE KEPT THE PARTY 
AN, HATS, JUST IN CASE. 


TM NOT GOING TO LIKE THE |] 7 AM LEVAUGHN MATSUI $088 
ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION, } | xINICHUB, OF COURSE. YOU, CAPT 
BUT I HAVE TO BE SURE... 
WHO ARE YOU? ‘MMM-HMMM. 1 GUESS WE 

CELESRATED YOUR DEATH 

ALITTLE TOO EARLY. 


AMBASSADOR, WE WILL BE ABLE 
‘TO TERAPORT SHORTLY, EUT 
‘THERE'S & SMALL PROBLEM, 
WITH THE PACKAGE, om 
‘PROSLEM? WHAT 
‘PROBLEM? 


WELL, YOU ASKED US TO STEAL, 
TRANSPORT, AND DELIVER THE 
CORPSE OF GENERAL XINCHUB. 
‘TURNS OUT HE CAME BACK 
AROUND, 


IT'S OKAY, THOUGH. 
WE'RE GOING TO TURN 
HIM BACK INTO A 
CORPSE, AND WE. 
WON'T GHARGE YOu 


TAGON, PLEASE DON'T DO THAT. I NEED. 
YOU TO BRING HIM TO ME ALIVE. 


‘CONGRATULATIONS, KINCHUB, 
‘OUR EMPLOYER WiLL PAY 
EXTRA FOR LIVE DELIVERY. 


YOU MAKE IT SOUND LIKE I'm 
SOME KIND OF A FISH. 


LET'S SEE... SLIMY, IT'S A SHAME 1 DON'T GET TO. 
MOUTH-BREATHING, RIP A GIANT STEEL HOOK 
BOTTOM-FEEDING... / | THROUGH YOUR FACE. 


STILL, CATCH 
ANO-RELEASE BEATS 
THE ALTERNATIVE. 


WE ALMOST HAD AN ENEMY | | IT'S MY FAULT. I PUT THAT CONTAINMENT RIG 
STAFF MEETING ABOARD | [ SUPER-SOLDIER AND A SWARM | | TOGETHER. I.. I SHOULD HAVE EXPECTED MORE, 
THE TOUCH-ANC ‘OF NANOBOTS LOOSE ON THE | | THE NANOEOTS DEVELOPED HIGH-DENSITY 


‘SHIP. I WANT TO KNOW HOW | | POWER SUPPLIES AND PLASMA CUTTERS. 1 
‘THIS HAPPENED. | | SHOULD HAVE SEEN THAT COMING, 


BUNNI, NO. YOU INSISTED ON, 
ALL THOSE LAYERS OF 
CONTAINMENT, AND THE LAST 
LAYER HELD. 
WE SHOULD BE 
‘COMMENDING YOU, NOT] 
LAYING BLAME, 


ISN'T THAT RIGHT, 
CAPTAIN? 


ISN'T THAT RIGHT, 
CAPTAIN? 


DID YOU JUST... HOW DID YOU 
KICK ME FROM CLEAR OVER 


‘THERE? 


KICK? WHO 
SAID ANYTHING 
ABOUT "KICK? 


WE'RE RENDEZVOUSING WITH THE 


1 DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY 


AMBASSADOR IN FIFTEEN MINUTES, L/ WANT WITH HIM, BUT 7 WANT 


AND THEN WE'VE GOT TO DUMP. 
XINCHUS ON FLEETY-PETEY. 


KINCHUS OFF MY SHIP AS 
‘SOON AS POSSIBLE. 


HMMM... IF WE KNEW 
WHAT THE AMBASSADOR 
AND PETEY WANT KINCHUS 
FOR, WE MIGHT HAVE 
SOMETHING TO SELL TO A 
THIRD, OR MAYBE EVEN 
FOURTH PARTY. 


NEW PLAN. WE'RE STALLING FOR TIME. 


AMBASSADOR, WE WILL NOT AND LET OUR PURSUERS 
BE ‘PORTING DIRECTLY TO KNOW WHO OUR CLIENTS 
YOU, WE ARE BEING ‘ARE? THAT WOULD BE 
PURSUED. BAD FOR BUSINESS. 


TAGON, THIS 
EMBASSY IS SECURE. 


BUSINESS INDEED. I'M 
‘ALREADY PAYING YOU 
TWICE WHAT YOU. 
ORIGINALLY ASKED, 
THIS HAD BETTER 
NOT BE A PLOY FOR 
MORE MONEY. 


wu 


WOUND ME, 


‘A PLOY? AMBASSADOR, 
You 


WOUND, NOTHING, I'M 
HOLDING OUT FOR A 
HEAD-SHOT. 


I THINK I'VE CONVINCED THE 
AMBASSADOR THAT WE'RE 
BEING PURSUED. NOW LET's 
‘PORT OUT OF HERE AND RUN 
UKE WE STOLE SOMETHING, 


iistorically, the most successtul 
thieves ‘depart ata moderate 
‘saunter, confident in the 
knowledge that the theft has 
gone undatactod. 


PRETEND YOU'RE A PURSE 
SNATCHER. 


fim I Fooding 
‘a drug habit, or am 

T nobly stealing ‘to. buy 
madicine For my sick child? 


PRETENDING TO EVADE PUR: 
TOUCH-AND-60 TERAPORTS FROM 


YOMINGAN SPA 


“AND RANDOM-WALKS, 


S PLOYS GO IT IS INEFFECTIVE. 
THE AMBASSADOR DOES NOT 
BELIEVE THEY ARE BEING CHASED, 
AND EVEN IF SHE WERE WATCHING 
THIS ELABORATE ACT, SHE WOULD 
REMAIN UNCONVINCED, 


YET EVEN THE MOST 
INEFFECTIVE PLOY 
‘CAN BE 6000 FOR 
SOMETHING. 


HOW CAN THEY BE 
GONE? YOU TOLD 
ME THEY WOULDN'T 
KNOW WE WERE 
COMING FOR 
“THEM, 


‘SORRY SIR. GUILTY CONSCIENCES, 
‘MAYBE? FROM THESE TRACES, THEY'RE 
RUNNING LIKE THEY STOLE SOMETHING. 


‘OKAY, PEOPLE. I FIGURE WE'VE ]} | TWENTY HOURS? WHERE DID } (1 PULLED ITO IT'S OKAY TO JUST SAY “THIN 
GOT MAYBE TWENTY HOURS TO J] | YOU GET THAT FIGURE? AIR," CAPTAIN. PLEASE. 
FLGURE OUT WHAT XNCHUS 

Is WORT 


The next time 
somebody says thay'ro 
“poking air-holes,” I am going 
fo end up in a weird place. 


$0... YOU'RE THE ONE KEEP UP THE GOOD 
THEY ASSIGNED TO KEEP WORK, SOLDIER 
AN EYE ON ME? 


WELCOME TO THE “THINKING 
ROOM,” EVERYBODY. YOU'RE 
HERE BECAUSE YOU'RE THE 
‘SMARTEST PEOPLE 

‘ON BOARD. 


Sd 


KEVIN, YOU CREATED 
THE TERAPORT, AND 
RE-INVENTED 
GALACTIC WAR, 


VOG, YOU'RE ABOUT A ZILLION 
YEARS OLD. WHAT YOU DON'T 
KNOW CAN PROBABLY BE 
WRITTEN ON THE BACK OF 
YOUR HAND. 


MASSEY, YOU'VE STILL GOT A \L] DOC, YOU'VE EXAMINED THE MOST LAI ELF, YOU FAKED YOUR WAY INTO THIS |] NOW... START WITH THE 
PARTNERSHIP COLLECTIVE. HO ADVANCED MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY. [7] COMPANY PRETENDING TO BE A BOY, THINKING, PEOPLE. 1 WANT 
IMPLANT. THEIR LAW LIgRaRY JT] IN THE GALAXY, SHEN EARNED THE RIGHT TO LEAD MEN, RESULTS BY LUNCH-TIME, 
1S YOUR WHIPPING BOY, OH -AND THAT ARMOR TOU DESIGNED IS 

PRETTY COOL. 


UMM... WITH ALL DUE 
RESPECT, CAPTAIN, ARE YOU 
GOING 70 LISTEN, OF ARE 
YOU GOING TO TRY AND. 
CONTRIBUTE? 


I'M HERE TO SUPERVISE. 


PUT THIS MUCH BRAINPOWER ALL IN | | NONE OF US 
ONE PLACE WITH NO OVERSIGHT, |] HAVE ANY 
YOU'LL EITHER GET AN EXPLOSION, 4 | DICE, SIR 
Of A GAME OF DUNGEONS AND 

DRAGONS, 


ry 


S| 


LA _~ 


YOU CAN SEE WHY IT'S SO. 
IMPORTANT THAT I STAY. 


‘Tho Captain has called a 
meeting to brainstorm 
regarding Xinchub's 
value, 


Cool, I've 
‘got some ideas 
‘on the subject. 


For same reason you were 
not invited, 


No. Yot he claims to | | Well... it’s nat because he doesn't 
have hand-picked the / | think I'm smart. IPs because he 
smartest people doosn't think I'm “people.” 
aboard. 


Find you Find that 
Jes3 insulting. Go on. I 
‘shall be taking notus. 


You weren't invited to 
the brainstorm party 
sither, Tag. 


Technically, no, but very litle 
happens aboard this ship 
that I’m no party to. 


So you'll be assuaging 
your hurt Foolings by 
Bavesdropping? 


They're Forty minutes in and have 
dane nothing but swap banalitios 
and pick someone ta take notes. 


Oh, I'm sure 
that’s making you Feel 
better about yoursell. 


I really ought to go in Your processor is completely | {You know what I mean. || Wait. Don’ Ts _your allowance 
there and give Tagon a contained within that smallish |} T just want to give him || go thare. sufficient that you 


piece of my mind, sphora, 


{my two cents’ worth. can afford to spend 

=" 0o you have that much? 
‘sufFiciant mind to be 
able to give away 
piocos of if? 


Hang on... weren't you 


originally designed 
fo gmatign, and no 
sense of humor? 


with, 


After a 
Fashion. 


T was designed to be 
@ tactical gonius with 
Full control oF @ 
significant weapons: 
platform. 


T Found that passion, humor, 
‘anger, and a wide range of 
other meatspace artitacts 
wore critical to 
understanding 

the wide range 

of opponents I 

might Face. 


‘So this verbal spar 
is combat training? 


ad 
laughter makes me a 


Who's in that meeting, }| The doctor, the lax What's the matter? 
anyuiay? the captain, ce) 


C 
But obvioush 
9) l é au ura 


J "eames 


ee 


was up to, But T bot we }} | From Xinchub? Schlock Forces a confession 


Okay, they might just Ts it cheating if we] | Umm, What about iF T happen to 
Figure out what Xinchub \}| force a confession |} maaaybe. } be listening in while Sergeant 
can boat them ta it. From Xinchub? 


Roynstain, Findrayasn, 
Foxworthy, and Yog. 


‘BRAINSTORMING 
SESSION IN PROGRESS. 


REMEMBER WHEN THE TUNGUSKA 
CAUGHT UP TO US? XINCHUE LET 
SLIP THE FACT THAT HE WAS 
IMMUNE TO MINDRIPPING, 


MINDRIPPING WORKS, DONATION. JUST PLANT AN EXPLOSIVE IN 
MASSEY? BEING IMMUNE TO. YOUR RIECAGE, AND SET IT TO GO OFF IF 
THAT IS LIKE BEING IMMUNE YOU FLATLINE, OR GET CUT OPEN, 


TO ORGAN DONATION. _, 


DO YOU EVEN KNOW HOW \ EXACTLY. YOU CAN BE IMMUNE TO ORGAN 


AS 


my] 


WHAT IF THESE NANOBOTS COULD TRANSFER A HUMAN MIND FROM THE BRAIN 
‘TO SOMEPLACE ELSE IN THE SODY? EVERYEODY THOUGHT XINCHUS'S HEAD 
WAS DESTROYED, RIGHT? MAYBE THAT WASN'T & SHELL-GAME 

SWITCH, OR A PARLOR TRICK. MAYBE HIS 

BLOOD-NANNIES MOVED ALL 

‘THE DATA FROM HIS SKULL 

TO SOMEPLACE ELSE. 


SO... HE'S IMMUNE TO 
MINDRIP, BECAUSE WHEN 
YOU GO LOOKING FOR 

BRAIN CELLS TO READ, 
THEYRE BLANK? 


EXACTLY. KINCHUB'S BODY IS JJ] THEN IT ONLY HAS VERY SHORT- | HANG ON, VOG... YOU JUST | I KEEP MY PASSWORDS ON THE BACK OF 
‘VALUABLE BECAUSE HE TERM VALUE, AND ONLY UNTIL THE | SAID SOMETHING 

HOLDS THE SECRET TO SECRET IS KNOWN, MOVING THE | IMPORTANT. EACH WEEK. ARE YOU SAYING THAT'S > 
MINDRIP IMMUNITY. DATA IS NOT THE SAME THING AS NOT SECURE? maine 


‘SECURING THE DATA. 
I's Nor. 


XINCHUB LOOKS A LOT LIKE YOU 
USED TO, KEVIN, 


LBET PETEY JUST WANTS TO 
GET HIS PAWS ON THE LATEST 
SOLDIER-BOOSTING TECH. 


‘YEAH, THAT MAKES PERFECT 
SENSE, SINCE PETEY GAVE ME 

‘THOSE SAME SOLDIER BOOSTS, 
OF COURSEWE WANTS TO BUY 
TECHNOLOGY HE ALREADY HAS, 


WAIT... WH) 


'¥ WOULD HE WANT Fo 


TO BUY IT AGAIN? ‘SO HE HAS: 


wo . 
Ke CR () 
Be 


“K SPARE, IN CASE 
(OF A CATASTROPHIC 


WAIT... HE DOESN'T NEED A PETEY ISN'T BUYING KINCHUB'S 
‘SPARE. HE NEEDS THE ONLY A BODY FOR HIMSELF. HE'S BUYING IT 
OTHER COPY. TOKEEP ANYBODY ELSE FROM 

IAVING IT. 


| TOLD YOu, 
‘YOU CAN'T SECURE 
‘SOMETHING BY 
HIDING IT. NOT 
‘ONCE PEOPLE 


KNOW IT EXISTS. 


ACTUALLY, HIDING BODIES 1S 
‘STILL THE MOST PREVALENT 
[AND SUCCESSFUL DEFENSE 
AGAINST MURDER CHARGES. 


NOT THAT IT'S ONE I'VE EVER HAD OCCASION 
TO USE WITH MY CLIENTS, OF COURSE. 


(TOU'RE GIVING YOUR CURRENT CLIENT 
IDEAS HE REALLY OUGHTN'T 

‘BE GIVEN, 

STOP IT, 


THE SOLDIER- 
BOOSTING CAN'T 
REALLY BE THAT 
VALUABLE, 


‘ARE YOU KIDDING? LOOK, NOT TO BLOW MY OWN 
WORN, BUT WITH THOSE BOOSTS I WAS ABLE TO. 
GUT AN ENTIRE ENEMY BASE, INCLUDING ARMORED 
SOLDIERS AND HEAVY CAV. I WAS PUNCHING. 
THROUGH HULLMETAL WITH MY HANDS. 


‘AND DECENT GRAMTICS WOULD 
HAVE JELLIED YOU FASTER THAN 
YOU CAN SAY "TAG, XINCHUB'S IT: 


LL THOUGHT I WAS 
YOUR HERO... 


YOU ARE. BUT I PREFER MY HEROES 
SMART, ANO JUST A LITTLE SQUISHY. 


‘OBJECTION, YOUR 
HONOR, TOO MUCH 
INFORMATION. 


IT'S NOT THE BOOSTING MOST OF YOU PEOPLE LIVE FOR 
OB THE IMMUNITIES THAT | MAYBE A CENTURY BEFORE youR 
MAKE XINCHUB. VALUABLE. BRAIN JUST GIVES UP AND 
IT'S THE FACT THAT HE'S ‘yOu DIE, 
FUNCTIONALLY 

IMMORTAL, 


XINCHUB'S BRAIN IS 
DIFFERENT NOU. IT 
ISN'T GOING TO GIVE 
UP, AND HE CAN'T BE 
KILLED, 


OH, I BET I COULD KILL HIM, 


UT RIGHT HOWT 
DON'T WANT TO. 


TN ORDER TO. 


TO NOT GET 
PAID. 


CAPTAIN, YOU ( VOG, IKNOW A LOT) 
CAN NEVER BE (BOUT KILLING, 
SURE YOU'VE 

RILLED HIM, 


| BELIEVE THAT HIS BRAIN 
CAN NOW COPY ITSELF 
TO OTHER LOCATIONS. 
HOW WOULD YOU KNOW, 
YOu GOT ALL THE 
COPIES? 


IT'S LIKE PAYING OFF 
‘A BLACKMAILER. HOW 
BO You ENOW YoU 
HAVE THE LAST 
COPIES OF THE 
PICTURES? 


WHO TOLD YOU ABOUT THOSE PICTURES? 


‘HYPO-WHO?, 


UMMM... WHAT I MEANT TO SAY 
WAS “GF COURSE THAT WAS. 
HYPOTHETICAL, ABOUT THE 
BLACKMAIL PICTURES." 


GET YOUR BIG BRAINS BACK TO 
WORK, AND STOP IMAGINING 
THE HYPOTHETICAL PICTURES. 


HYPOTHETICALLY, 
WHAT WOULD THESE 
PICTURES WE'RE NOT 
IMAGINING ANYMORE LOOK LIKE? 


Nico | 189 tells me you've been I've just been listening while || YOU MALIGN ME, SERGEANT, 

ABOARD THe TOUCH-AND-60. having an intoresting || (Xinchub lied his head of trying |] _I HAVE DONE NOTHING OF 
conversation with our to get me to let him ao. || THE SORT. FOR STARTERS, My 

prisoner. HEAD ~ MY NEW HEAD 1S 

STILL FIRMLY ATTACHED. 


1 don't think 
that's what 
it's called, 


AND I HAVEN'T BEEN LYING. 
EVERY WORD IS THE TRUTH. IF 
THERE ARE INACCURACIES, THEY 
SERVE TO EXPOSE THE LIMITS OF 
‘NY OWN UNDERSTANDING, 
RATHER THAN BELYING MY 
HONESTY. 


‘See? He just 
sald he be 


‘AND FINALLY, I 

HAVE NOT ASKED TO BE 
RELEASED, NOR AM T TRYING. 

JO ELICIT SYMPATHY, I SIMPLY 
WANT YOU TO KNOW EVERYTHING. 


T THINK YOU'LL FIND THAT MY STORY 
1S SUPPORTED BY FACTS THAT ARE 
PUBLIC, OR THAT CAN BE QUICKLY 
DISCOVERED, FINANCIAL RECORDS, 

BUBLIC CALL LOGS, PERSONNEL 
FILES... A FEW QUICK SEARCHES 
SHOULD VERIFY MY WORDS, 


Tag is a pretty good lia detector |] LET'S ESTABLISH A BASELINE, Hmmm... Ik would || Begging the)/ SECAuse THE TRUTH 
IE ha's got a basoling, but ha — || THEN. MY NAME IS PRINCE appear Xinchub |] question ak SHALL SET YOu FREE. 
falls ma you're nithor vary hard |} RAPUNZELSTILISKIN, Z has been telling |] "hy?" 

to road, or have boon complatoly |} CaN Maks Ae the truth au, 7 
honest with us. ine OVER he's tying. 


FINANCIAL 


FOCUS, PEOPLE! THIS MEETING 1S SUPPOSED TO BE ABOUT XINCHUB, ) || TWENTY YEARS? LET'S SEE, 
THAT WOULD MEAN YOU 


NOT ABOUT A TWENTY-YEAR-OLD CASE 
(OF BLACKMAIL, WERE ON ACTIVE DUTY. 
P WAS YOUR FATHER A 


GENERAL THEN, OR WAS. 


THIS MEETING IS 
IMPORTANT, IF YOU WANT 
MY ATTENTION THERE HAD 
GETTER BE A FIRE, OR A 
HULL BREACH, OR ALOT OF, 


So... will you listen to me 
if T blow a couple of 
bulkheads and spray 
burnex across 

the deck? 


NO, WAIT. NOL 
AUGHI WHAT'S THE 
RIGHT ANSWER? 


TAG, YOU CAN'T BLOW UP BITS: 
OF THE SHIP JUST TO GET MY 
ATTENTION... CAN YOU? 


I would just let 
Corporal Pibald do 
it, He is becoming, 


quite creative | 


ICAN TELL THAT 
YOU AND I NEED 
TO TALK ABOUT 
SOMETHING, 


T've been containing his 
homegrown Bomex 
experiments For 

the past wok. 

Al T have to 

do is look 

the other 

way. 


I'M LISTENING, TAG, WHAT DID, 
YOU WANT TO TELL MEF 


Xinchub has: 
boon talking 
to Sergeant 

‘Schlack. 


THIS IS ONE OF THOSE TALES THAT ENDS WITH 
“EVERYBODY IS OUT OF THE HOSPITAL NOW, 
BUT WE NEED HELP POSTING BAIL.” 


skip straight to the 
‘nding, but the joy 
oF these things is 

in the talling. 


T shall sum up For you. 
Xinchub’s person is 
valuable For sacrats he 
carrias bath in his brain 
and in his biology. 


He has been spearheading a No. Ais T understand 
terran life-extension project ForL it, he sought to avoid 
twenty-six years now, and has yr turning ane-point-six 
also been working ta limit its pl trilfian terran sophants 
implementation. info undead, war- 
‘mangering supor- 
saldiars. 


WHAT, SO THE ONLY = 
PEOPLE WHO GET TO LIVE 
FOREVER ARE THE POLITICIANS 
‘AND THE FABULOUSLY WEALTHY? 


HANG ON... HOW 00 WE KNOW 
XINCHUB IS TELLING THE TRUTHY/ 

Biological Fell-talos 

appear ta check 

‘out. Filso, glements 

of his story can 

be corroborated. 


Ennesby has been querying 
public repositories rogarding 
partinant names, places, 
dates, and avents. Xinchub 
has cither crafted a lig with 
10,000 pages of credentials, 
‘or he’s tolling the truth, 


ENNESBY WALKED 
INTO A TRAP. 


YOU'RE NOT TALKING. 
ABOUT THE FIG COOKIE? 
PLEASE TELL ME YOU'RE. 

TALKING ABOUT THE FIG COOKIE. 


re TELL ME YOUVE |= Na WELL... WE KNOW WHERE 
THE UNS. BATTLEPLATE MOROKWENE, JUST OUTSIDE FOUND SONETHING, THEYRE NOT, 
OF THe YOMINGAN TERAPORT INTERDICTION ZONE. COMMODORE. SEP 


‘ADMIRAL EMM, 
COMMODORE 

Ry BHOTSU, 

B{_ REPORTING. 


FOUND 


CAPTAIN FULDA SUGGESTED} 
T TELL YOU THAT WE ALSO. 
KNOW HOW THEY DIDN'T 
GET TO WHERE WE KNOW 
THEYRE NOT. 


‘I TOLD THE CAPTAIN 
You PROBABLY 
WOULDN'T APPRECIATE 
THE CHEEK’ 


COMMODORE, IN OUR ZEAL TO NOT MAKE THE NEWS, 
WE HAVE BEEN TIMID, AND ALLOWED OUR 
QUARRY TO ESCAPE, 
WE ARE FAST APPROACHING THE 
END OF OUR SHORT LIST OF 
NON-NEWSWORTHY 
TACTICS, 


If You 
AND THE 

CAPTAINS UNDER 

YOUR COMMAND CAN 

FIND THE TOUCH AND GO 

WITHOUT CREATING AN INCIDENT, 

I WILL ACCEPT CHEEK, SRACK-TALK, RIBALO 

HUMOR, AND ALL MANNER OF POLITICAL INCORRECTNESS. 


IF YOU CANNOT, HOWEVER, I MAY BE FORCED 


TO CHARGE THIS' COMMAND INTO THE 
FLEETHIND'S MEAT-GRINDER. 


IF IT SHOULD 
COME TO THAT, 
WE SHALL ALL 
WANT YOUR 
RESERVOIRS OF 
WIT FULL TO 
O'ERFLOWING, 
THAT OUR LAST 
WORDS MAY BE 
CLEVER AND 
ENTERTAINING. 


50... NO KIDDING AROUND 
UNTIL THE JO8'S CONE? 


SMART MONKEY! HELP 
YOURSELF TO A BANANA 
‘ON YOUR WAY OUT. 


Fidmiral, there are a Few dozen key |] Argus-H38 reports sniffing a series || SO.. XINCHUB DID intact memories 
names, places, and events mentioned jm of queries For the publicly available J | MANAGE TO GROW and @ Functional 
in the vast body oF research we information on these topics. HINGELE A NEW HEAD, mouth, 
recovered From the Tunguska’ b 

lifeboats, 


While these queries 
‘would neither uncover nor 
identify Project Laz't'ls, they 
might serve ta confirm information 
‘obtained From another source. 


CAN ARGUS TELL US 
WHO XINCHUB HAS BEEN 
TALKING TO, AND 

WHERE HE IS NOW? 


In part. The pattern and 
syntax of the quories 
yields an eighty-threo- 
oint-huo percent match 
fo a licensed HU-six 
intalligence named 
Ennesby. 


XINCHUB TRICKED A LEVEL SIX 
INTELLIGENCE INTO TRIGGERING A 


In Fairness, the 

majarity portion oF 

Ennesby's brain was: 
destroyed during the Core 
War. Tt is estimated that 

ho is now closer to love! one. 


A MIND IS A TERRIBLE Bal Indeed. He 
THING TO WASTE jas bogun 
punning again. 


ur latest intel suggests: 
that Ennesby is serving as 
Adjutant to Captain Kate 
Tegon aboard the Tauch- 
Aind-Go. 


I WAS CONCERNED THAT XINCHUB'S 
STORY HAD GOTTEN OUT, BUT WITH 
ENNESBY ABOARD THE TOUCH= 
‘AND-GO, EVERYTHING 1S STILL 
CONTAINED. 


Ah. Wil iF be Falling 
to me to sweep this 
under the rug, Ma‘am? 


WORD CHOICE, 'KWENG. REPLACE 
“SWEEP WITH “COMPRESS,” “UNDER 
WITH "INTO," AND GIVE the 
*NEUTRONILIN IN PLACE OF THAT 
RATIY OLD "RUG." 


I shall ready the 
big broom, Admiral. 


HOW BAD IS IT? They probably know exacty ) | HOW CAN YOU TELL? | Apparenty I won two lotteries, an “Intelligence 
uha wnt looking For tha of the sar" auard, and a chance af Free cako 
A information and why. For ma and seventy-five of my Friends. ~——} 


i> 


HEY, THAT'S ENOUGH CAKE FOR 


We're running 

receive-only now, and 

Thurl passes overything 
through two anonymizers, bub 
they're still looking For us. 


‘These messages are traps. ){ SO... WE CAN'T COLLECT THOSE || There is no lottery. IPs || But the free cake =n 
|i uo respond ha ee | ee a 
know where we are | D> = 


. 


‘TAG MENTIONED YOU 


‘OH, WE'RE JUST PLAYIN’ 
WITH EACH OTHER 


I TRY 10 Blow 
TP MY LAB, HE TRIES TO 
‘STOP ME. SO FAR HE'S 
WINNING. 


YOU ARE A CRAZY PERSON, 
AND SHOULD BE KEPT AWAY 
FROM ANYTHING EVEN 
REMOTELY EXPLOSIVE. 


SAYS THE GUY WHO WEARS 
ANTIMATTER NEXT TO 


HIS HEAD. 


(iiese senor rovs.) 


‘CAN T BORROW) 
THEM FOR 
MY GAME? 


‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY 
WARSHIP TOUCH-AND-60. 


Captain, we noed to | 
unload ‘our cargo 
immediately. Hiding 
isn't helping. 


HOW CAN HIDING NoT 
HELP? ARE THEY GOING. 
TO FIND Us? 


Eventually, yes, they will Find 

us. But that's nok the paint. The paint is that 

in short order they will Figure gut to whom we are 
solling this cargo, and than we will Find aurselves. 


Specifically, wo will 
Find ourselves unable 
to collect our pay. 


YEEEARGH! 
60.60 GO! NOW! 
—— 


‘AMBASSADOR, WE'RE HERE, 
AND WE'VE GOT THE CAR” 


Captain, that is the Aleot Admiral Manyara am TAG, CAN YOU GET 
UNS. Battloplate Emm is the commander 3 US OUT OF HERE |] “Manyara” moans * 
Marokueng. oF record, CA bean humbled.” 


Escape is not an option, sir. i] | CALL THE AMBASSADOR! SHE'S GOT || ill are being jammed, Captain. Short-range: 
Toraport aroa-danial is in saturation of hyporode interfaces. , 

effect, and tha Marokuong poe 
has mo tractored. J : Bonut 


Tt tingles, sir. But 
not in-@ nice way. 


‘SHE DOESN'T WANT US 


Admiral Emm is, WHEN I WANT MORBID 


Uke what? the scream: 
‘ABOARD THEUN.S. EMBASSY jamming us.]] CALLING OUT... ND | of the dying? HUMOR FLL TORTURE IT 
VESSEL TERRA FIRMATOR. Shira jamming | | SE DOESN'T Wan us ‘OUT OF YOU, HONEY, 


cet | | BEARING ANP THING? 


‘WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH THIS 
‘THING? SOMEBODY PATCH ME 
‘THROUGH TO SECRETARY 
MANCALA, 


U7) 


Captain, they] You don’t understand, sir. We are | WHAT ABOUT THE T expect they 
arg affompling | fractarad and bubbled. Thoy are | SREACHERMISSRESt JJ shall and up quite 
fo crush us. pouring on the gravitic power, and L=—= ‘compact, alang with 


boginning the process of crushing everything 
this ship into neutronium. 
jt 


= 


WE WON'T GO DOWN 
‘WITHOUT A FIGHT! 
FIRE ALL BREACHERS! 


We have @ consumption advantage. We're WAIT... SO WE’ 

projecting shields in close proximity, ul Winnie? 

they're projecting gravy Fram six they've got a lot 
‘licks aut. mare of it 


yang 


a 
res 
closer and destroy us Wy) 
utright, but we might SO) 
squeeze off a shot or > 
tuo they couldn't doftect. YOU REALLY SHOULD 
They're playing it sake. |\heg WAVE SAID THAT IT FIRST. 


AL 1S JAMMING US, AND KILLING 
TAGON. WHY? BECAUSE SHE WANTS TO 
SILENCE HIM, AND CAN'T LET US HEAR 
HIM BEFORE’ SHE FINISHES. 


Breya, why are 
you running? 


Xinchub talked... Tagan and 
his crow have all those 
dirty socrats, 

What are 


ou doing? 


THE UNS. EMBASSY VESSEL TERRA 
FIRMATOR IS A DECOMMISSIONED 
BATTLESHIP. THE AT. THAT USED 
TO BE INSTALLED HAS RETIRED. 


| THERE IS ANA. ON BOARL 


HOWEVER. HE'S THE ONE IN 
THE HANDSOME MEAT-SUIT. 


TM GRABBING THIS CONTROL STICK, AND J (Once more, without BE A DEAR, JACK IN, AND PLAY, 
HOPING IT'S LONG ENOUGH. I NEED ‘THE the motaph., THE SHIELDS. 

COLLISION ALARMS! WANT TO ESTABLISH 

CONTACT WITH THE 

TOUCH-AND-60. 


LEVERAGE TO MOVE WORLDS WITH IT. 


THE CREW IS BLISSFULLY OBLIVIOUS, THEIR FIRST INDICATION 
THAT SOMETHING IS WRONG WALL BE INSTANT DEATH.. WHAT 
TAGON SAYS WILL SHAPE THETR LAST 22 SECONDS OF LIFE. 


CONSIDER... TAGON HAS LESS THAN 30 SECONDS THAS BEEN AN HONOR,” 
NOW BEFORE THE SHIP'S DEFENSES FALL, AND AND “MAKE YOUR PEACE 
THIS CRESIS CAME ON SO QUICKLY THAT ONLY NOW" LEAP TO MIND, BUT 
HE, ENNESBY, AND TAS KNOW WHAT AWAITS, DO NOT MAKE THE CUT. 


ALL HANDS! WE JUST 
‘GOT PAID! PARTY 
(ON THE REC DECK, 
EVERYBODY! 


INSTANT DEATH. NO PAIN, " THIS IS TAKING LONGER THAN I J 
NOTHING TO BRACE FOR. NO NV V\ WOULD LIKE IT TO TAKE, 


TAGON, IF YOU CAN HEAR ME, I 
NEED AN INFODUMP NOW! 
EVERYTHING YOU HAVE ON. 
XINCHUBI 


ENNESBY, GIVE: 
TT TO HER, 


AMBASSADOR, HOW DID YOU 
BREAK THROUGH THE JAMMING? 
HYPERNODES ARE STILL DOWN, 


This is the 
ind of secret that 
starts wars... wars 
that only end with 

‘extinction. 


‘SHOULD 1 BE BETTING THAT 
ADMIRAL EMM WON'T 
MURDER OUR ENTIRE 
EMBASSY OVER IT? 


Nat on your Ii... af. 
Lol's just leave 

it at “no, you 
should nat.” 


RIDICULOUS. TAGON SAID Yi] | OH, HEY. NEW )\ | L. ( 2’ NOT ALLOWED TO BLOW UP MY LAB, 
Wevesent pans ano t's || suieicas BUT WME THE GABTAIN aus 


TIME TO CELEBRATE, A PARTY HE'S ALLOWED TO 
‘SOUNDED LIKE ‘CRASH THE SHIPE 
RAMMING, SIR 


1’ GONNA 
NEED TO START 
MEDICATING AGAIN, 


Pl, THAT IS SOMEBODY ELSE'S 
SHIP, STUCK IN 


YEAH? WELL WHAT DO YOU SAY 
ABOUT OUR AIR LEAKING OUT? 


OURS A FINE PIECE 
OF PILOTING, 
SAYS. ME. 


TM BATRAN, AND 
1 CAN BREATHE 
IN SPACE. 


YOUR TRYSTS WITH ]J’ I'M NOT READY TO 
SANITY ARE BRIEF, (“SETTLE DOWN, AND SHE 
AND LEAVE YoU '/ SAYS SHE'S ALLERGIC TO 
UNCHANGED. thy COMIc-BOOK 

‘COLLECTION. 


‘ABOARD THE TOUCH-AND- 
60 THE REPRIEVE BOUGHT 
BY THE TERRA FIRMATOR'S 
RAMMING MANEUVER HAS 
BEEN aRIEF. 


Hella, Tagan. ){ PETEY! You've 
Bood work GOT TODO 
collecting SOMETHING! 


Xinchub. 


Tve done all T can. Xinchub is no} i{ we 
jonger aboard your ship, and your 
accounts have been credited with 

the agreed-upon payment. 


MAT ABOUT THE BATTLEPLATE? 
‘ADMIRAL EMM WON'T TALK TO. 
US, SHE LET LOOSE WITH 

THE GRAVY ALMOST 

’AS SOON AS WE 

ARRIVED. 


THE TERRA FIRMATOR 
RAMMED TO ASSIST, AND 

NOW WE'RE BOTH TRABPED. 
YOU'VE GOT TO HELP US. 


Ge YOU CAN'T? you, but in the current political climate, that secrat AL RUNS OUT OF FUEL WE'RE ALL DEAD 


F i ‘ANYWAY, YOU MIGHT AS WELL TELL 
is worth Far, Far mora than your lire. fe ka ELE 


‘Tm afraid }{ your L——™ Irs complicated, and I'm keeping it secret. I like ‘AS SOON AS THE TERRA FIRMATOR 
T can’ 


Fictually, I put the adds on }| ( Oh yes. But iF you do survive, I estimate a less-than-one J} 
your surviving at around 92} | \ percent chance of you being able to re- 


Recoup losses? Recapture 
your childhood? Reanimate 
dead Friends and crow? 


The Jauch-find-Ga is at 
point-thraa-porcent power. 
Dock gravity only, no 
shielding. 


The Terra Firmator is shielding 
both vessels, however, and is 
Fully Furled. 


CONTE, LUSTING UNIT | The only eur For angio fa ells 
through our jamming fs ui 

MANGE We CAN FINISH THis | CaM : 

BeroRe THE FLEcTMIND A mssiles, Admiral 

STARTS YELLING AT US, 


Y— You caN see 
WHY I'D PREFER TO 
NOT BE YELLED AT. 


MILITARY? MILITARY? SHE HAS 
NO MILITARY BACKGROUND. 
SHE IS AN ENTREPRENEUR 
WHO BLACKMAILED A COZEN 
GOVERNMENTS. WITH A 
POLITICAL LANOMINE! 


AMBASSADOR ANDREYASN 1S 
GAMBLING WITH THE LIVES 
(OF HER ENTIRE EMBASSY. 


Did you seo what I did thore? 
Subtly casting your criticism 
as jealousy? 


dust because the Flest they 
‘gave her didn't have @ 
battioplate like yours dows 
dogsn't mean that sha wasn’t 
a real admiral, Fidmiral. 


Former adniral 


Hor military background 
is apparent in this tactic. 


Yes, YES. 11'S MUCH MORE 
SUBTLE IF YOU DON'T FOLLOW 
IT UP WITH *SEE WHAT I DIO2" 


Breacher beacon [ees Is simple text: “Admiral LET THEM WATCH. WE'LL | Oh, hoy... there's more 
datected. Shall I} Emm. The Floctmind will not | FINISH THIS IN ONE OF J text nou: "We can 
lot iF transmit? interare in this dispute, but watch there, faa.” 

we are watching.” 


CAPTAIN, WHAT IS GOING ON@| | IT'S A LONG STORY. MEET ME IN 
YoU MABE IT SOUND LIKE WE] | THE TAC CORE. IF WE'RE BOTH 
WERE ALL CLEAR, AND STILL ALIVE THEN, I'LL EXPLAIN 
‘SUDDENLY WE'RE BEING 

RAMMED! 


TAG, WHAT IS GOING ON? THE ) Jf le wore attacked. He | WE GOT RAMMED, TAG. THERE |The ramming was nat the attack. The 


CAPTAIN ISN'T MAKING SENSE. ) | “decided fo lie to the 
crow, since there 

was nothing 

anybody could 

do about it 


ARE LOTS OF THINGS WE CAN | ramming is the reason we are still 


BEDOING ABOUT THAT. J Siva right nou 
YOU'RE KIDDING, 
RIGHT? 


|e 7 your sister 
‘says “hallo” and 


“please dan't dio,” 


r ‘Overachieving is 
! = 
Mig rill hed \/ lonely work. 
ww 
y a) 


= 


BY WHICH I MEAN “SEPARATE THEM 
FROM EACH OTHER, BUT KEEP 
THEM INDIVIDUALLY INTACT.” 


power. They are 


dofensaless, Admiral. 


HMMM,.THE PGA ALITTLE BIT OF HULL PLATING 1) ees 
DAMAGE DOESN'T ‘STRIPPED BACK... COUPLE OF J STILL, NONE OF THAT SHOULD: eeerc 
LOOK TOO BAD. ia] | Weapons BLisTERS POPPED. BE TOO HARD TO FIX. * 
JME WORST OF IT IS THE 
Conic TOWER 


** 


S 


* 1 SURE WISH 
COULD WORRY 

THAT WAS KIND OF A “ ABOUT THIS FROM 
‘STUPID DESIGN, ANYWAY. INSIDE THE HULL. 


THAT SHOULDN'T HAVE 


Hull contact with Soy SHUTDOWN THE 


the Terra Firmatar SN NO) “age weerics 


has been broken, ee \ STILL ONLINE? 


members ta brace 
‘against possibla acceleration, 


‘OH, THIS IS 
NOT GOWNS 
TO BE FUN. 


‘Zero-gee surf 
party! Yeee-hah! 


Odd. It looks almost as} They're probably hauline THAT NAKED OPTIMISM IS ONE OF THE 
7m ae ee ae atie eeeehy atna, | Ties 1LOve most azoUT You. 


ABOARD THEUN.S EMBASSY | iC tha ‘Marabuong skartod 
changed its mind. [\ as thay Finish tearing 
us apart. 


Colonel Horchak 
is swooping For 


casualtias. 50 Far 
wo've boon lucky. 


om wa 
T five For your 


THERE'S NO DECK 
GRAVITY, BUT IT FEELS 
LIKE WE'RE MOVING. subfle sarcasm. 


‘THERE YOU ARE! ARE 
YOU OKAY? 


FOR NOW. TAG JUST 
SAID WE NEED TO 
‘BRACE FOR ACCELERATION! 


THEO... I'M NOT 
READY TO DIE. 


WE'RE SUPPOSED 
‘TO GET MARRIED, AND 
‘THEN GET OLD AND WRINKLY. 


BESIDES... YOU LOOK REALLY 
TM HAPPY KNOWING 
THAT YOU ARE THE LAST SCPE MIO BEANIE: 
PERSON I'L SEE. 


WOULDN'T GIVE 
FOR A CAN OF WHIPPED 
CREAM RIGHT HOW. 


ASSET REVIEW... I'VE GOT A 
‘SIDE-ARM, DOROTHY WIRE, AND 
‘ONE EPAULET GRENADE. 


MY UNIFORM HAS 
ENOUGH JUICE TO GET ME 
OVER TO THAT BATTLEPLATE, 

[AND I'M SMALL ENOUGH FOR 
‘THEM TO COMPLETELY IGNORE ME. 


Both vessels are in thruway |/ They have no missiles, no 
Five, headed For bay eleven. “beam weapons, no gravitics 
Ta stripped all high- whatsoover, and oniy 
density power ‘minimal if2-suppart. 
sources, and 

bubbled ‘a 

couple oF 

EUR. 


Do you want mo 

to run an exhaustive 

scan For chemical explosives 
‘and conventional weapons? 


TOO SLOW. BESIDES, 
T DOUBT THEY CAN 
MUSTER ENOUGH 
OF THOSE TO MAKE 
‘A DIFFERENCE 


THE UNS, BATTLEPLATE MOROKWENG IS REALLY, REALLY aI& 
THERE IS ROOM INSIDE IT FOR DOZENS OF CAPITAL WARSHIPS. 


‘SOME OF THOSE CREW MEMBERS ARE SWEEPING THIS I5 A BY-THE-NUMBERS OPERATION, WITH PRISONERS 
THE TOUCH-AND-GO AND THE TERRA FIRMATOR CALMLY ROUNDED UP AND ESCORTED TO HOLDING AREAS IN 
THE MOROKWENG. THERE IS NO RESISTANCE TO SPEAK OF 


THIS IS TEAM TANIS. WE NEED A 
GRAW BOTTLE FOR A NUTIOB 
MERCENARY SITTING IN A PILE 


Rogor, Tanis. 
Iva. got it 
contained, 


Hah. Admiral, it turns out 
one of the mercs has: 
quite a pila of... wait. 
that’s nat just. 


Two tons of Boomex doped | Wall... that’s what it wer, 
with six hundred kilograms 
oF an anfipraton-Fullerene 


WHAT IS THAT#/? 


Now i's @ shapod 
column of plasma that 
will require us to File an 


ASSEMBLE THE PRISONERS. I I'M NOT AFTER INTELLIGENCE) I think he was just trying to 
WANT TO SPEAK TO THEM Tm AFTER SATISFACTION, blow himself up, and maybe 
SOMEEOCY TRIED TO BLOW aka the Touch-And-Go with Malls he “sans sop. 


UP MY SHIP. 


him, The hole in our hull was 
happy side-2fFoct. 


Colonel Dehaans: 
has an entire company Find surpriso 
‘of intelligence spacialists. a Happy and surprised. 


Captain, you're alive! 


WAS IN THE LIFT WHEN THE 
CONNING TOWER WAS. 
RIPPED FREE. 


That doosn't 
sound so bad. 


‘THEN A MASSIVE PLUME OF I 
DON'T-KNOW-WHAT PUNCHED 
‘OUT THE BACK OF THE SHIP, 


‘OUT INTO SPACE. MISSED ME 
BY MAYBE FIFTY METERS. 


DID YOU SEE THAT HOLE T 
MADE? WEVE GOT 'EM ON 


ESPECIALLY NOT ONE J THEN AGAIN, SUCH AN 1M NOT SURE 


HEY, WE GOT NEW CLOTHES, THAT WOULD BE NICE. | 
IRONIC DEATH HAS (YOU'RE CLEAR ON 


MAYBE THEY'RE GOING TO. 
LET US LIVE, MEANING. | COULD THIS “DEATH 
Live witit THAT. THING, VO. 


WE FOUND THIS IN THE POOL, 
COLONEL. WE'VE GOT ITS 
WEAPONS, BUT THERE 

WAS NO BODY ARMOR 

TO CONFISCATE 


QOOOH, A CARBOSILICATE 
"AMORPH. VERY RARE. AND 
‘STILL WITH THE ORIGINAL 
EYES, TOO. 


HAVE "KWENG KEEP IT IN A GRAVY- 
‘BUBBLE FOR ME. IT'S EXTREMELY 
STRONG, EATS ANYTHING, AND IS 
IMMUNE TO ALMOST EVERYTHING 

‘SHORT OF EXTREME HEAT AND 
EXTREME COLD. 


STILL, I'VE GOT 
‘SOME COCKTAILS THAT 
‘SHOULD INDUCE COMPLIANCE. 


1's YOuR X There won't be enough 


FUNERAL, 


of him left For one oF 
those. 


Isn't it obvious? LY7, Thoy're already planning to 
They're keeping us; hill anybody who knows 
in isolation. too much. They're 
trying to limit 

tha damage 

by isolating 

me Fram 

anybody 

T might 

talk to. 


chilock 


UMM... HONEY, HAVE. 
YOU TOLD ME ENOUGH 
THAT IKNOW TOO. 
MUCH 


I don’t think they care. Besides, 
you know I know tao much, and 
that may be too much 

in and of itsalf, 


WHEN WE SAID “UNTIL DEATH J} (fis I recall we were on the run 
PARTS US" I DIDN'T EXPECT From the UNS., sending 
subversive messages, and 
‘expocting death to come 
‘suddenly and without 
‘warning. 


IT TO END LIKE THIS. 


RIGHT. SUDDENLY AND 
WITHOUT WARNING... 
NOT AFTER WAITING 
AROUND FOR THE 
EXECUTIONER, 


Heh, Maybe we'll get the best of 
both worlds... wo'll wait around 
For the executioner, and then 
suddonly the room 

will explade, 


ADMIRAL, I VERY, VERY Zea GATHERING THE PRISONERS BREAKS ONE || T INTEND TO HAVE IF I'M GOING TO EXPERIMENT ON 
STRONGLY ADVISE OF THE FIRST RULES OF EFFECTIVE || THEM ALL EXECUTED || THEM INEED A CONTROL GROUP! 
INTERROGATION. YOU WILL || ANYWAY, COLONEL. 
‘CONTAMINATE THEM, AND |] WHY COES IT MATTER? 
“THEY WILL CONTAMINATE 


IT'S NICE TO See You'Re 
NOT BEING MOTIVATED BY 
ANYTHING SILLY, LIKE THE 
‘MILK OF HUMAN KINDNESS. 


‘ADMIRAL, PLEASE. WE'VE GOT THEM | | /” OKAY... 'KWENG, BELAY AND WHO IS UNDERWRITING THIS 
CONTAINED. THERE'S so MucH MoRE||( iy ORDER TO ASsEM@LE | |} YOU WON'T REGRET ‘GUARANTEE OF YOURS? WHAT IF I 
WE CAN DO IF YOU'LL LET MY TEAM THE PRISONERS, THIS, MA’AM. BO REGRET IT? 

INTERROGATE THEM INDIVIDUALLY. 


1M 
TM REASONABLY 
‘CONFIDENT THAT YOU 
WON'T REGRET THIS, MA'AM, 


Hallo, Tag. I am the Mind oF 
the Marakweng. You can 
call me ‘Huong. 


Lof’s not get ahead of 
ourselves. I'm going to 
question you. T have Full 
harduare access, so your 
cooperation is not 
required. 


Will T Foot 


Hmmm... I think I Foo! 
vastly inferior, and 
anything? 


violated. 


That'll go away whan) 
we da the wipe, 


Find indignant. I 
‘also Feel indignant. 


Hollo, ‘Huang. Fire 
you going ta be my 
executioner today? 


Ah, Ennesby, I need L_{ Interrogation contamination. | HOW DO YOUKNOW | No, you bath just 1/7 pecey Ad IT'S RESEMBLE, 
ta'separate you T’ve read your litte HU-1] THATS HAVE 700. | gh stupid, AF EEMARK,) SIR DONT MK 
From the meat. mind, and you obviously 7 
now Far mare than 

these tuo. 


READ OUR MINDS? METAPHORS. 


“KWENG READ BOTH TAG AND) [MY COMPANY AND 1 ARE READY 
ENNESEY. THEY KNOW TOBEGIN INTERROGATING THE 
EVERYTHING, AND EELIEVE OFFICERS AND CREW. 
THAT THE AMORPH 

DOES, TOO. 


THE FIRST PRIORITY HAS 
TO BE FINDING XINCHUB. 
HE COULD BE DISGUISED 
‘AS ANY ONE OF THEM 


T've already Found him, He's calling 
From the Fleetmind vessel Alaitad 
Daisies to ask if you mind 

if he gloats, 


HELLO, ADMIRAL HOW 
GOES YOUR LITLE 
SECRET-KEEPING 
EXPEDITION TODAY? 


TREASON FOR 
PRINCIPLE RATHER 
THAN PROFIT 15 STILL 
TREASON, GENERAL. 


BESIDES COMMITTING TREASON, 
OF COURSE? 


TiM HANDING 
PROTECT LAZ'RUs 

AND THE FUTURE OF OUR 
RACES TO SOMEONE WHO 15, 
NOT COMPLETELY INCOMPETENT, 


OH, T KNOW. THAT'S WHY I MADE SURE TO Jeg 
GET PAID REALLY WELL FOR EMBRACING 
‘THESE PRINCIPLES, 


BUT TO WALK IT BAREFOOT. || OF EVIL SECRETS, BUT THEY'RE ALSO 
LIVING, BREATHING PEOPLE WITH HOPES, 
‘DREAMS, AND ASPIRATIONS. 


WE HAVE A LONG, WINDING ROAD OF || THESE SEVENTY-TWO MERCENARIES MAY 
THE PRE-GAME. HURT BEFORE US, AND NO CHOICE || BE HARDENED KILLERS WITH HEADS FULL 
PEP-TALK. 


‘AND IN THOSE DARKEST INTROSPECTIVE T OFFER NO SOLACE. THERE IS ve LET'S GO 

MOMENTS YOU WILL DESPISE YOURSELVES. | | NO REDEMPTION, 

BECAUSE YOU WILL KNOW WITH A CERTAINTY HAVE SOME 

‘THAT YOU ENJOY YOUR WORK. ‘WE... ALL OF US, FUNI 
WE ARE THE DAMNED: —— 


WE'RE GOING TO BE OKAY. 1’ HEY! TORTURER! PICK ME FIRST! 
GOT AREALLY GOOD FEELING {| WHAT YOU'RE FEELING, tis PICK ME PICK ME PICK MEE! 
‘ABOUT THIS. WE CAN LAY LOW, }) "BUT THERE'S NO WAY . 
[AND BE FINE. THEY CAN LET US LIVE. | _NANITES. 1 SAVED SOME DATA. 

FROM OUR OLD DOC'S CRYOKIT. 


Tauris or 
vee 
Beas 
eSep ais 
"MrORMATIONN | GOOD FERLING, 


PICK ME! YOU KNOW YOU WANT] | TRUST ME, THEO. } [I WILL NOT LET | | IGNORE THE WOMAN! Win YEAH, TLL 
ME FIRST, NOT ANYBODY ELSE, || THIS Is BEST. YOU SACRIFICE ‘GO AHEAD AND 
YOURSELF TO START WITH 
Stop int stop 
CALLING THEM! SANE Me 


YOU ASKED TO }m-{’ I DID. BUT YOU'RE NOT THE ONE I WANT. | [YOU WON'T BE MUCH HAH! SAYS THE GUY WHO CAN'T EVEN MAKE EYE 
GO FIRST, MSS? TLL ONLY HAND MYSELF OVER TO AREAL | | OF A CHALLENGE, CONTACT LEST HE LOSE TRACK OF MY HEAVING 
TORTURER. A SCIENTIST WHO ‘BOSOM, YOU'VE BEEN GETTING STUPIDER 


KNOWS THE ART, AND WHO. EVER SINCE YOU TRIED TO HIT PUBERTY, 


HAS A TASTE FORA AND PUBERTY HIT BACK’ 
CHALLENGE, 
bo 
p 
rt 


HAP, WHY DON'T YOU GO 
IF AHEAD AND TAKE LUNCH, THE 
COLONEL WANTS THIS ONE. 


HELLO, DOCTOR [TAM DELIGHTED | | AND WHY, PRAY TELL, ARE YOU DELIGHTED? _]/ 1 WANT TO MAKE 

sunnigus, 14M” 4 TO MAKE Your | | YOU'VE CORRECTLY DISCERNED THE NATURE || A DEAL, I HAVE 

COLONEL DEHAANS, ) ACQUAINTANCE, | | OF MY RESPONSIBILITIES HERE. YOU ASKED ]\ SOMETHING YOU 
‘COLONEL: | | FOR A TORTURER WITH A TASTE FOR A 


HOW IS THAT A CHALLENGE? I GET 
WHAT I WANT ALL THE TIME, AND 
NEVER NEED TO MAKE DEALS. 


NOW... SHALL WE BEGIN? 


(OOH. MAYSE 1 GOT 
‘THE WRONG GUY. 


YOU WANT A CHALLENGE. YOU 
DON'T ENJOY THE ROUTINE: 
HORROR OF QUESTIONING, 
ABUSING, AND MINDRIPPING 
"THE CONDEMNED. 


ACTUALLY, DOCTOR, I 
DO ENJOY IT. 


BUT KEEP TRYING TO EXPLAIN. YOUR GROWING. 
PANIC PUTS A SMILE ON MY FACE. 


‘COLONEL, I MISSPOKE, | DON'T 
HAVE WHAT YOU WANT. | KNOW 
‘WHAT YOU WANT. 


WHAT'S GOING ON? 'KWENG OR RATHER, IHAVE YOU MAKE IT SOUND LIKE 
SAYS THAT YOUVE STOPPED ACCEPTED A PROPOSAL, |] SOMEBODY IS GETTING 
THE INTERROGATIONS, WHICH I WOULD LIKE 0. 

10 PROPOSE IN 

‘TURN TO YOU, 


THEO, HONEY? WOULD NO TRICK. I WILL PERFORM 
YOU LIKE TO GET THE CEREMONY, 
MARRIED? 


ull 


YOU SAID YOU WANTED TO GET MARRIED. TO HER, CORRECT?) | FINE. YOU'RE SORRY THAT WAS SO 
MARRIED. QUICK, BUT MY PARENTS 
CRs YOU WANT TO WERE ORTHODOX LAS 


MARRY HIM BACK? ESPNS: 


PER MY AUTHORITY AS 
THE COMMANDER OF THIS FLEET, 

YOU ARE JOINTLY INCORPORATED 
UNDER THE NEW UNIFORM REVENUE 
REALLOCATION CODE, CHAPTERS SIXTEEN 
(ROUGH FORTY-ONE-ELEVEN, INCLUSIVE. 


THE MONITORS IN THIS CELL 
THE NEXT 


LTOLD THE ADMIRAL ABOUT HOW 
CONSCIOUSNESS IS MOVED, AND 
WHAT WE'D OBSERVED IN THE 
MOVING AND RESTORATION 
OF MEMORIES. Nf 


‘SHE COMPLAINED THAT IT J SO I WINKED AT DEHAANS, AND 
WOULD BE TOO TIME- | HE SAID "I WAS GOING TO’ 
CONSUMING, AND WAS [” | EXPERIMENT ON THEM 

‘TOO EXPERIMENTAL. 


THEY PLANNED 
TO KILL ALL OF 
US, PROJECT 
TAZ'RUS IS A 
PRETTY BIG 
DEAL. 


‘YOUR DELIVERY 
‘WOULD BE FUNNIER 
TF MY BRAIN WASN'T 
‘PART OF THE PUNCHLINE. 


TDIDN'T CUT A 
DEAL. I SUGGESTED 
‘AN ALTERNATIVE, 


THEN... 1 OFFERED HER OUR 
MEMORIES IN PLACE OF OUR LIVES, 


TO BE NICE TO ME, AND ALWAYS: 
TELL ME I'M PRETTY? 


‘CLOSE, 1 WOULD SWEAR TO PUT 
YOUR NEEDS AHEAD 

(OF MY OWN, EVEN 
AT THE cosT 

‘OF MY LIFE. 


‘OOH, I LIKE THAT BETTER. AS 
LONG AS IT INCLUDES YOU BEING. 
NICE TO ME, AND ALWAYS, 

TELLING MEI’ PRET. 


WE DIDN'T EXCHANGE VOWS. 
DO YOU KNOW WHAT MINE ARE? 


ABOUT THOSE VOWS. SEE... I'M 
MORALLY OPPOSED TO HAVING, 
MY MING AND MEMORIES: 
ALTERED, EVEN TO 

SAVE MY LIFE. 


‘BUT NOW THAT WE'RE MARRIED, 
YOU'VE GOT ME PLAYING ADAM 
TO YOUR EVE, I CAN KEEP ONE 
COMMANDMENT, “DON'T EAT THE 
FRUIT,” BY NOT EATING IT. 


‘ORI CAN KEEP ANOTHER 
‘COMMANDMENT, “CLEAVE 
TO YOUR WIFE,” BY EATING 
‘THE FRUIT WITH YOU, AND. 
STAYING WITH YOU THROUGH 
‘ALL OF THE CONSEQUENCES, 


LOTS OF PEOPLE WONDER | I DON'T THINK THEY'RE GOING TO GIVE 
IFADAMMADE THE RIGHT | US A GHOICE IN THE MATTER, 

DECISION. I THINK HE DID, 

BUT | DOUBT I'M STRONG 

ENOUGH TO DO THE SAME. 


(Ol, PROBLEM SOLVED. 
(ADAM TELLS GOD THAT THE 

SERPENT FORGE-FED HIM AN 

{PLE WHILE HE SLEPT. AND BAM 

it Ne WOKE UP WONDERING WHY HE 
\\ con] NEVER BEFORE NOTICED HE WAS NAKED. 


CAPTAIN TAGON, I'M 
‘ADMIRAL EMM. YOUR 
INTERROGATION WILL. 
CONSIST OF A SINGLE 
QUESTION 


WHICH WOULD YOU 
CHOOSE: DEATH FOR 
YOU AND YOUR ENTIRE 
CREW, OR A FORCED 
ALTERATION OF ALL 
YOUR MEMORIES OF 
THESE EVENTS? 


I'VE ALREADY LIED TO THEM 
FOR THEIR OWN GOOD. I 
MIGHT AS WELL LET "EM 
HAVE NEW MEMORIES. 


GOOD ANSWER WHEN WE FINISH 
REWRITING YOUR HISTORY, YOU'LL 
STILL BE THEIR CAPTAIN. 


WILL I STILL HAVE 
GOTTEN PAID? 


J HOPE THE NEW MEMORIES } [ I'VE SEEN TOO MUCH BAD TV WHERE 
YOU Give US ARE DECENT “HE HERO WAKES UP WITH NEW 
ones. MEMORIES, FNDS INCONSISTENCIES, 
AND UNDERTAKES A QUEST 

HAT GETS HM BACK 

INTO THE SAME 

MESS HE WAS 

NeorORe 


OH IY GOODNESS, 
YOURE RIGHT! We 
SHOULD SAVE OURSELVES 
SOME TROUBLE AND JUST 
KILL ALL OF YOU 
RIGHT AWAY. 


YOU KNOW... FORGET I SAID ANYTHING, ==G) 
ae "ACTUALLY, NO. YOU WiLL 
Ss 


FORGET YOU SAID 


THE MEMORIES WE = ———J _A CREW MEMBER? WHY? WAS 
MWPLANT WILL NOT ALL BE) SOMEBODY KILLED WHEN YOU 
PLEASANT, CAPTAIN, YOU | RIPPED BITS OFF OF MY SHIP? 


NOBODY HAS BEEN KILLED. WE 
DECIDED TO KEEP ONE OF YOUR 
CREW FOR FURTHER STUDY. 


WILL REMEMBER CEFEAT, 
CAPTURE, AND THE LOSS 
OF A CREW MEMBER 


TT MIGHT BE MORE 
PLEASANT IF YOU COULD 

FORGET HE EVER EXISTED, BUT 
THAT'S TOO RISKY. YOU WILL ‘JUST 
HAVE TO SUFFER THE MEMORY OF 
LOSS, GRIEF, AND ALL THAT PAIN. 


HEY, WHILE YOU'RE AT IT, WHY DON'T YOU 
HAVE US ALL REMEMBER BEING TORTURED. 
WE COULD EVEN REMEMBER WANTING | 7-4 
‘TO FORGET, 
THATS... ACTUALLY 
‘A VERY GOOD 
IDEA, 


HELLO, GENERAL. 

T ALMOST DIONT 

RECOGNIZE YOu. 
NICE HEAD, 


SURPRISED TO} A LITTLE. PETEY SAID 
THE TEAM HE HIRED TO 

FIND YOU CAME BACK 

‘EMPTY-HANDED. 


T KILLEO THE KING WITH 
HIS OWN SECURITY ‘BOT! 
EVERY GOVERNMENT AGENT, 
BOUNTY HUNTER, COP, AND 
CONCERNED CITIZEN ON. 
YORING WANTED TO 

FIND ME, 


ZHAD TO BSORT TO Te Vf 2 POUBT THATS | Wells 7. BAD PAY A LOT. OF. 
‘OLD "HAT AND SUNGLASSES: B “THE EXTENT OF 
TRICK. YOUR CHICANERY. 


AND... 1 HAD THE ENTIRE 
PRANDIAL PETTY CASH 
ACCOUNT IN MY POCKETS 
FOR ASSORTED BRIBES, 


OKAY. AND T LEFT A TRAIL 
(OF MAYHEM ACROSS THREE 
CONTINENTS, A SPACEPORT,, 
AND TWO DIFFERENT 
PASSENGER LINERS. 


TF YOU EVER HEAR A “GHOST 
LINER" NEO-LEGEND FEATURING 
‘A PURPLE VAMPIRE ANO A SHIP FULL 


T'f A LITTLE SURPRISED YOU }{ LETTING YOUR ROBOT SHOOT 
WENT THROUGH WITH IT. MY HEAD OFF? THERE WAS 
NOTHING TO IT, 1 DECIDED T 

DION'T WANT TO TEST ‘NOT 


YING," BUT IT HAD ME 
OUTCLASSED. 


ACTUALLY, T WAS TALKING 
‘ABOUT SELLING PROJECT 
LAZ'QUS TO THE FLEETHIND. 
‘YOU KNOW, TREASON, 


‘T THINK IT WOULD HAVE HURT LESS IF T 
HADN'T TRIED TO DODGE, AND GOTTEN 
CUT IN HALE FOR MY TROUBLE, 


wesee ae) 

BO0GING AGAIN) 
ee 
22 


GALACTIC *CIVILIZATION® AS 
WE KNOW IT IS AROUND 
20,000 YEARS OLD. HUMANITY 
HAS BEEN PART OF IT FOR A 
PALTRY THOUSAND YEARS, 


NOW REWINO..THE GATEKEEPERS, OR F'SHERL- 
GANNI.. THEY'VE BEEN BUILDING GALACTIC 
CIVLIZATION FORA HUNDRED THOUSAND 
YEARS, AND THEY TRACE THEIR ROOTS BACK 
SOME'SIX MILLION YEARS. SOME OF THEM ARE 
ALMOST 20,000 YEARS OLD. 


BUT HERE COME THE HUMANS, 
UPSETTING THE ORDER OF THINGS, 

SCREWING UP A HUNDRED THOUSAND 
YEARS OF WORMGATE CONSTRUCTION. 


SAVING THE 
OALAW. 


YOU'RE INTERRUPTING ME. 


TM PUTTING THINGS IN 
PERSPECTIVE. 


PERSPECTIVE? THAT'S JUST WHAT WE HUMANS HAVE THE EVEN THE OLDEST AND | LETTING YOUNG PEOPLE RUN THIS LONGEVITY J 
OEALING WITH. MADE A NICE SIDE-DISH. 


SO WE DECIDE WE NEED 10 ac 
WMMORTAL. BUT WE HAVE NO IDEA WHAT 
WILL HAPPEN IF WE MAKE THAT CHANGE 


T SOLD MtY SOUL A LONG TIME || T'VE DONE ALL KINDS OF HAPPY MEMORIES? 
AGO, BELIEVING THAT I WAS | ATROCIOUS THINGS, AND 

HELPING HUMANITY, AND ALL J] SOMEWHERE ALONG THE LINE YEAH, GOOD TIMES, 
‘OUR TERRAN COUSINS. T STARTED TO ENJOY THEM, GOOD TIMES. 


You're not going to get a straight story out 
of Xinny hore. Not until he’s dane a lot 


Yes, but it is battered, twista 
drenched in the blood of the 


id, and 


more soul-searching, 


AT LEAST YOU'RE 
CONCEDING THAT 
TE GOT A SOUL. 


innocent. 


‘Crm... veaH.) 


When you stop being pleased 
by that we'll know you're 
making progress. 


‘WIDER AlMS2" THAT SOUNDS . 


Laz''us was an amazing eee aa Wea 


breakthrough, but it didn't 
go Far enough. 


I was able to adapt an early version For Ob'enn 
physiology and brain chemistry but I needed 
the vary latest updates For my wider aims. 


Xinny's nannies, 
I've been able to adapt versions 
For Unioc, Fobott’r, Uharwed, Frallenti, 
ogni, Talri, and Krowly physiologies. 


nissile at that 
Battloplate, 


‘OH, I'VE ONLY 
JUST STARTED, 


ADAPTATION OF THELAZ'R'US | —"—S] | AND AS I TOLD YOU EARLIER, 


PROTOCOLS TO THE NON-HUMANS FROM 
THE TOUGH AND GO WILL REQUIRE A EIT 
(OF TRIAL AND ERROR. THERE MAY BE 
SOME PERMANENT DAMAGE, ESPECIALLY 
AMONG THE RARER SPECIMEN: 


DOING THIS TO THE AMORPH IS 
‘OUT OF THE QUESTION. THAT 
‘CREATURE IS FAR MORE 
VALUABLE AS A RESEARCH 
SPECIMEN. I'M KEEPING HIM, 


COMMODORE BHOTSH PLAYS AN 
AMUSING GAME WITH ME. AT 
Least, T SUPPOSE IT TO Be 
AMUSING FOR HIM. T WOULD 
NOW Like TO PLAY IT WITH 
YOU. TT 1S CALLED *6000 
NEWS, BAD NEWS." 


UMM... [KNOW THIS 
GAME WELL, ADMIRAL. 
TD RATHER NOT PLAY, 


THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT THE FLEETMIND JUST SENT 
US WHAT THEY CLAIM TO BE “EVERYTHING YOU'LL 
NEED TO ADAPT LAZ'RUS TO A WIDE RANGE OF 
SOPHONTS." TAGON'S ENTIRE ROSTER IS COVERED. 


@ urs 
\) “ 


BUT... WAS LOOKING. 
FORWARD TO FIGURING 
THIS OUT FOR MYSELF. 
THAT'S HALF THE FUN 


on, warn... war's ) [YOu ARE GIMNG THE “And | was really [ooking Forward Co 
THE BAD NEWS? / | ARORPH BACK. T CUT breaking Free and eating you. 
‘AN ADDITIONAL DEAL ~ 


SEE? WE'VE 
‘ADMIRAL! | WAS REALLY ALREADY 
LOOKING FORWARD TO 

EXPERIMENTING ONHIM! 


ADMIRAL, PLEASE! 
‘CARBOSILICATE AMORPHS. 
'ARE MIRACLES OF 
BIO-ENGINEERING, BUT 
“THEY RE INCREDIBLY RARE. 
THE CHANCE 

TO TAKE ONE 

APART WON'T 

‘COME AGAIN 


SORRY, COLONEL. YOU'LL 
HAVE TO HOPE ANOTHER 
‘ONE COMES YOUR WAY. 
IVE CUT A DEAL FOR 
SOME WILLING HELP 
WITH PROJECT LAZ'RUS. 


X THIS 15 VOG. HE'S COMING | | DON'T WANT TO BE 
ON AS A SENIOR ADUSOR \\ ANYBODY'S Boss, 
IF HE WORKS Out, HE MAY BUT I'M A HUNDRED 

END UP AS YOUR BOSS. {AND FIFTY THOUSAND 
A TIMES YOUR AGE, SO 

T PROBABLY DO HAVE 

SENIORITY. 


| FOUND A POTENTIAL EMPLOYER WHO NEEDED 
My EXPERTISE. MY SKILL SET IS SO RARE, AND 
SO PERFECTLY SUITED TO THE JOB | WAS’ ABLE 

TO NAME MY SALARY. 


WITH ME 
‘ADVISING THEM, 

1 CAN HELP THESE 

[- YUNIOR RACES AVOID. 

SAY MAKING THE EXTINCTION-LEVEL 
MISTAKES MY PEOPLE MADE. 


‘That sounds like the opposite 
OF the mercenary work lim so 
Fond of. 


MAYBE. BUT THE 
PAY'IS, A LOT 


2 


‘You and me, we're 
not done. 


That's not what I'm 
talking about. Once 


‘Tm outta here, I'm 
ayy gerne fir you. 


you, and eal 


YOU'RE RIGHT. 
WE'RE NOT. i 

STILL NEED TO EDIT 
‘YOUR MEMORIES, AND 
‘ALIGN THEM WITH 
THOSE WE WILL BE 
PROVIDING FOR THE 
REST OF YOUR 
PATHETIC COMPANY. 


ME? BUT. 
T THOUGHT WE 


‘THEY MEAN NOTHING? 


‘OH, WAIT. YOU DON'T REMEMBER 
ANY OF THAT YET. HANG ON. 

TLL GO GET THE BIG NEEDLE... 
WE ARE GOING TO HAVE 

HAD SUCH GOOD TIMES. 


‘THE FIRST STEP, DOCTOF THEY WILL TAKE A COUPLE OF) | | WHY THE SCARY HARDWARE? THE INJECTOR HAS A FACE ON IT, 


DAYS TO PURGE COMPETING IT'S JUST AN INJECTION. _7-p—H AND THE TINY MOUTH KEEPS 
NANNIES OUT OF YOUR SYSTEM, aiave IDENT ENON 


REPOPULATE THEMSELVES, AND ; 
DOA FULL READ OF YOUR MIND, WHAT YOU'RE TALKING 


WHISPERING “YOU MIGHT AS WELL 


: Shanice Now ir wuL TARE | [supe SOLDIER” HODE AND 
er edu OF ont ron mien | | “eusrine oor oF ene 


‘CAPTAIN, YOU AND YOUR | | WHAT'S TO STOP US FROM | ['I'M SO GLAD I'M NOT GOING TO 
SEVENTY-ONE INJECTIONS LATER |(CREW HAVE ALL GOT LAZ'R'US |] ACTIVATING THE “RUNT REMEMBER ASKING THAT QUESTION, 


TO FULLY EMBED. 


1 You're CONFINED TO 
KGALASTAN, BUT YOU'RE 

WELCOME TO MAKE YOURSELF 

AT HOME... AT LEAST UNTIL IT'S TIME 
FOR US TO RE-WRITE YOUR MEMORIES. 


‘OUR SUBJECTS ARE 

TWO DAYS LATER. ‘ALL PREPPED, AND 
“THE INTERFACES 

f [ARE IN PLACE. DO 
YOU HAVE SCRIPTS 


FOR THEIR NEW 
‘MEMORIES? 


HERE'S A SUMMARY. 
"KWENG WILL GIVE 
YOU THE RAW DATA 


"KWENG 

POKED TOO 
MANY HOLES IN IT. 
HE ASSURES ME 
THAT THIS IS MUCH 
MORE CONSISTENT, 


BUT... THIS ONE 1S ALMOST 
PLEASANT. (YES, IT WOULD SEEM 
THAT IGNORANCE 


< 


REALLY IS BLISS 


HOW IS HE, | | ASK HIM YOURSELF. 
ae Doctor? | | WE'RE DONE WITH THE 
; NECK-DOWN REBUILD. 


HOW ARE YOU 
FEELING? 


‘GUILTY. GLAD 
TO BE ALIVE, 
aur GUILTY. 


HEY, ALL YOU DID WAS BUILD 
THE BOMB. VOG SET IT OFF, 
AND IF HE HADN'T, WE'D ALL 
EITHER BE NANO-CHOW OR 
PIRATE CHUM, 


T CAN'T BELIEVE 
NY REMOTE 
DION'T WORK. 


MH 


BUT YOUR DOPED BOOMEX DID. YOU 
‘ONE-SHOTTED THAT PIRATE LAMPREY 
RIGHT OFF OUR STERN AND INTO 
OBLIVION. 


£1 s0-commmoes 


JY snoRerasn BID Get 
INE Cranee sHapen. 


‘BARELY. HE SAYS IF TAG HADN'T | | ANYWAY, THE YOMINGANS GAVE US ALL | | YOU GOT A MEDAL T ALMOST BLEW UP THE 
GOTTEN NANO-INFECTED IT J | MEDALS YESTERDAY. AND THEN TOLD US ||... AND A PAY RAISE. SHIP, SIRE 
WOULD HAVE BEEN EASY. ‘THEY'D DENY EVER HAVING DONE IT. 


[ THEY DON'T WANT TO HAVE TO puBLICLY 
ADMIT THAT SOMEBODY PLANTED A 
‘TERROR WEAPON IN THEIR KING, 


‘OFFICERS CAN GET 
‘AWAY WITH THAT KIND 
‘OF THING... LIEUTENANT. 


DOCTOR BUNNIGUS WAS \{ THE WHOLE WEDDING | | SO.. DID YOU FEEL BESIDES YOU | I FELT THE SUBSONICS COMING OFF OF 
SUCH A BEAUTIFUL BRIDE, )\ WAS WONDERFUL. I'M | | ANYTHING? SQUEEZING MY] THAT ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHT 
‘GLAD THEY FINALLY HAND? OH YEAH, FOOT STOP. I DIDN'T THINK THEY 
GOT TODO THAT, "ALLOWED WEAPONS IN CHURCH, 


‘WENT OUT OF STYLE BACK IN THE | | WITH THE FAMILY PEASWHISTLE’S. QUITE TERMINAL, I 
LATE TWENTY-NINTH? | | AFTERWARDS. EXPECT. PASS THE SOUP, PLEASE” 


[DOCTOR DEHAANS IS ‘YEAH... HE REMINDS ME OF AN OLD FAMILY | | MAKING HOUSE-CALLS, AND | |/' “I'VE NEVER SEEN A CASE OF THE 
‘SUCH A NICE OLD MAN, DOCTOR. YOU KNOW, THE KIND THAT | | SITTING DOWN 70 DINNER VAPORS AS SEVERE AS MISTRESS 


.. THE CONNING TOWER IS SCRAP, 
ND FARBER TWO IS VAPOR, WITH. 
‘A.CRUNCHY, SLAGGED SHELL WHERE JJ THAT HOLE SHUFGAR PUNGHED IN 


AND DID I MENTION THAT WE'RE 
STILL NOT DONE PATCHING UP 


‘OUR FORWARD BLADE? 


EVEN IF WE START BY 


REBUILDING FABBER TWO, THESE 
REPAIRS COULD TAKE MONTHS. 


TARE MONTHS. 


WE'RE IN ONE OF THE BIGGEST 
MOBILE DRYDOGKS THE UNS, 
HAS, CERTAINLY IT WON'T 


‘SO WE'LL BE SPENDING MONEY 
LIKE WATER, THEN. 


‘THE UALS. CUT ME A “REPAIR 
COUPON,” SIGNED BY SOMEBODY 

NAMED “EMM.” DRINK UP, ME 
HEARTIES! WE'VE WATERED DOWN 
THE GROG WITH COLD, HARD CASH. 


THEY'VE BEEN AWAKE 
FOR ABOUT SIX HOURS, 

BUT THEY ALL SELIEVE 
THEY'VE BEEN TREATED LIKE 
HEROES FOR THE LAST WEEK. 


THEY KNOW YOU ONLY BY REPUTATION, | | IF YOU CAN'T FIGURE OUT HOW TO PARLAY FIXING THEIR 
AND THEY THINK I'M THE NICEST, MOST || SHIP INTO SOME DIRTY JOB OR ANOTHER, NO AMOUNT 
HELPFUL DOCTOR THEY'VE EVER MET, _J | OF LONGEVITY TREATMENT CAN KEEP YOU 

FROM FEELING YOUR AGE. 


ae 
Pore 
oT 


/ 


‘OH, THAT WAS CLEVER. 
NOW, WHERE 01D 1 BUT 
‘MY KNITTING NEEOLES? 


No. | would have 
remembered that. 
Wel... unless maybe 
the memory of ‘Ie 
got shoved! into 
the eye, too. 


Here, lemme suck \\ YOU'RE CREEPY. I'M 
Chat back out and J\ GLAD YOU'RE ON 
see what's in it. ‘OUR SIDE. 


Hey doc, Ever 
since | woke up 
this_morning, 

my third eve 
doesn’t work 
right. 


HMMM... LET ME 
HAVE ALOOK AT 
THAT. 


‘ODD. IT'S PACKED FULL 
OF» SCHLOCK. A CHUNK. OF 
YOU. IT LOOKS LIKE IT WAS 
‘SQUEEZED IN THROUGH A 
TINY HOLE IN THE BACK. 
DID YOU GET HIT IN THE 
FACE, OR SOMETHING? 


‘ASSIMILATING OLD, 
UNEDITED MEMORIES. 


‘Hey, me. 'm talking 
to myself, so | can 

remember the conversation, 

‘and where this stuff came From. 


Colonel DeHaans is about 


Chink he’s my Friend. 
He's not. 


He wanted to experiment 
‘on me, and kill all oF my 
Friends, 


We got in trouble 
For what we know about 

Xinchuo, an’ Caz’r'us, an’ maybe 

Petey. The new memories they give us 
may be the only reason they leb us live. 


‘So... whabever you 
decide to do, no 
blabbing, 


Here are the memories. I'm 
stuffing ‘em in my eye, an 
Shen Forgetting | ‘id i 
The eye's probly gonna be 
broken. Sorry. 


‘Oh, and don't 
Forget! we mace 
‘somebody a promise. 


MMM... NOTHING LIKE 
CLASSICAL MUSIC AND 
RUNNING WATER TO. 
SOOTHE THE SOUL. 

~ J 


Tm sorry, Bue | dont have 
orn Ome EO aS 


‘Tim The Floatmind, 
but you can cali 


T know who you are. Go Why don’t you just take 
away. You're not supposed || thom, like you fook Colonel 
to be hore. Ootiaans? 


you or anything. T just 
heed to read the memarios 
you gave Tagon’s Toughs. 


Pretending to be surprised 
is the oldest trick in the 
book, Petey. 


Ah, OF course. No 
way thatll Fool you. 


T don’t Force myselr 
‘on ather intalligences. 


os, I read that 
From Haban before wo 
altered him. Why did you 


lat him go? Ho's valuable. 


Valuable? Yes. Gut ho means: 
everything to his wife, 
fimbassador Androyasn. 

T [ot him stand where ho 
was the mast appreciated. 


‘She's still alive, and they're 
Still married, right? 


Dis we Onieince tesa to 


Good. IF you'd 
changed that, I would 
have to ash For him back. 


“Hweng, go ask Admiral Emm } {So I can play along, oF ‘Oh, We thought you were} | That's not quite how it 
if you can roloase those Course. I don't want to discarding thm, the way | | happened. 
memory scripts to me. accidentally spill the beans, || you stood aside and lot us 


and have the LLNS, hunting fake thom right out From 
my Friends again. under your nose. 


‘ Too bad. That's 
Why da you nocd thom’? ‘what thay remombor. 


Captain Tagon’s new mercenary 


charter is on 


Filo with Admiral 


Emm. Ho's indablod to the UNS, 
For timaly rescue, and 


restoration of 
doralict ship. 


his 


Find that’s all you 
ally need ta know. 


TF you want to protect your ‘Friends’ by letting | They are good people, They are 
them keep their now memorios, all you need ta J) Be nice ta thom. mercenarios. 
do is stay out of thoir livas. IF's what thoy © ( uic're going to 

‘omplay tham. 


‘expect From you, naw. 


